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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Spring Migration 


Ludlow Griscom 


HE VARIOUS season reports from the United 

States are so generally contradictory that it 
is almost impossible to make any general state- 
ment. There is only one general point of agree- 
ment. The latter half of the spring migration, in- 
cluding chiefly the “warblers,’ was poor and in- 
explicably late, and over and over again the edi- 
tors use the phrase “disrupted,” and emphasize 
that the local weather conditions fail to explain it. 
This generalization includes the Pacific Coast, the 
extreme Northeast, most of the Northwest and 
Rocky Mountain States and various intermediate 
areas. It calls for some discussion. 

It is trite to remind students of bird migration 
that a locally cold and backward season almost 
always results in a retarded migration, but not 
necessarily a poor one. The only regular excep- 
tion to this is in high northern latitudes, where 
the birds finally pass through so rapidly that the 
migration is quickly over and appears poor and 
unsatisfactory. A disrupted migration is another 
thing entirely and is best illustrated by New 
England. There May was pleasant, and warmer 
than normal. The birds were late and did not ar- 
rive in any numbers on schedule. There was only 
one good wave in May, plus a marked late flight 
in early June, normal only in a cold and backward 
season. I have long been convinced that the only 
possible explanation lay in unfavorable conditions 
far to the southward. 

Fortunately, Dr. Lowery has presented a par- 
ticularly fine summary drawing freely on corre- 
spondeats from the entire Gulf Coast and Coastal 
Texas. There was a spectacular trans-Gulf migra- 
tion on April 6, arriving into a cold front. No less 
than four cold fronts came south from April 11 
to May 6 (a very strong one in Coastal Texas). 
I can testify that migrants were pouring through 
eastern Honduras on schedule in early April. 

We may tabulate certain results 
geographically and chronologically: 

East Coastal Florida, Chiefly May 4-10 (late): 
cold winter, dry spring. 

Northwest Florida, Gulf Coast. Great coastal 
migration, April 19 and May 6; many rarities. 

Richdale, Miss. Spectacular migration, April 29. 

Rockport, Tex. Flood of birds, May 7 (late). 


North Carolina to Georgia. Warblers very good, 
April 3, 20, May 8-12; many rare species east- 
ward. 

Louisiana. Ten early records, 70 late ones. 

Appalachians. No wave; best day, May 6. 

New Jersey to Virginia. Poor and Jate. 

New York. Poor season, few waves, May 10 and 
11, late April flight. 


as_ follows, 


Massachusetts. Early flight, April 29. Poor and 
late; only wave, May 15; late flight, May 30-June 5. 

Ohio. Spring late and wet. 

Southern Great Plains. Cold, storm and floods. 
Warblers erratic and late; many eastern species 
westward. 

Northern Great Plains. Cold and late; no waves; 
warblers poor. 

It looks as if the flood of birds on April 6, 19, 
and on May 6 and 7 (Texas) took a long time 
to reach the northern states, and passed through 
without any marked local concentrations. 


Exactly similar reports in the Southwest and the 
three Pacific areas can be explained only by un- 
known conditions in south central and western 
Mexico, the principal winter home of the summer 
residents and transients concerned. 

Pelagic Birds ——Fine late spring flight off Cape 
Cod. Pomarine Jaeger, common in late March off 
Florida Keys, 22 in a flock (LG); also Cape Cod, 
Mass., and southern California Sooty Shearwater, 
2 Florida records. 


Ibis, Herons, etc—Glossy bis in Massachu- 
setts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois. Spoon- 
bill, 2 northerly Florida records; also Arizona. 

Swans.—Fine flight in western New York and 
Montana, with 8000 in Ontario and 175 at Bear 
River Refuge, Utah. 


Geese.—Fine flight of Canadas almost through- 
out; a concentration of 248,000 reported in South 
Dakota. Fewer Blue and Snow Geese eastward. 
Brant now regular and increasing inland. 


Ducks.—Poor in New York and Appalachians, 
very poor in New England, erratic in Great Lakes 
and Southern Great Plains. Twenty thousand Rud- 
dies in western Lake Erie. European Teal re- 
ported from Massachusetts (2+) and Long Island. 
Cinnamon Teal at Montreal and Tinicum, Pa. 
Fulvous Tree Duck in western Texas. 


Hawks.—Excellent flight in New York and New 
England. Poor in the Northwest and Southern 
Great Plains. 

Woodcock and Snipe.—Reported as improving, 
at least in some localities. 


Shorebirds.—Steadily improving and increasing. 
Excellent flights reported over wide areas; poor 
only in Ontario and Southern California. Marked 
tendency of western or central species now in- 
creasing to spread eastward or even westward. 
Thus Golden Plover, 2000 in western Indiana, a 
great increase from North Dakota to British Co- 
lumbia; noted on Long Island, N. Y. (1), eastern 
Massachusetts (2) and even New Mexico. Hud- 
sonian Godwit reported from Texas Coast, Okla- 
homa, Kansas, Nebraska, both South and North 
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Dakota, Alberta, Saskatchewan and even Louis- 
iana. Note eight Stilt Sandpipers in late April in 
Imperial Refuge, Calif. A Black-necked Stilt was 
collected in Wisconsin, the first since 1847. Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper, reported from Coastal Texas, 
with 50 near Edmonton, Alta. A Surf-bird in 
Coastal Texas. 

Red Crossbill—Stragglers of the great invasion 
still widely reported south to Cheat Mt., W. Va., 


Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri and Texas. 

Other Land Birds—Am. Magpie, two from 
Long Island. Wheatear collected in Quebec. Louis- 
iana Water-thrush pushing northward in New 
England to Boston, Mass., Vermont (2+), four 
pairs near New Hampton, N. H. Bachman’s War- 
bler still at Charleston, S. C., and just reported 
from Fort Worth, Tex., an observation which 
should be published at once. 





REGION REPORTS 
Spring Migration 
April 1 to May 31, 1951 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.— 
After a mild, open and relatively uneventful 
winter, spring migration began very early. Prairie 
Horned Larks ap- 
peared as early as 
Feb. 11, and Canada 
Geese were on the 
move that month. 
The first spring birds 
reached the Sudbury 
Valley on Feb. 28 
(Allen Morgan, Cora 
Wellman), interrupted 
by the usual cold 
spell. From then on 
the migration of birds 
was extremely dis- 
appointing and almost 
featureless. March 
was a far pleasanter 
month than_ usual, 
without any bad storms, cold waves or marked 
warm spells. There was, therefore, no pronounced 
wave; the earlier spring birds trickled in gradu- 
ally, March 7-17, and when the month had ended 
students suddenly realized that they had not had 
a day when the country was flooded with robins, 
bluebirds and Fox Sparrows. 

Unfortunately, April followed the pattern set 
by March. It was mostly warm, wet and un- 
eventful, with no species markedly numerous on 
any one day; the schedule of migration and the 
development of vegetation was about normal. As 
I was absent from the country this month, I am 
greatly indebted to Mrs. Frances Elkins, Mrs. 
Ruth P. Emery and others for reports and sum- 
maries. Similarly upon my return I was able to 
be actively afield the balance of the spring, thanks 
entirely to the kindness of many friends who fur- 
nished the necessary transportation and driving. 
Favorable weather conditions caused a marked 
flight on April 29. We ran 100 species in Essex 
County with many record early birds such as 
White-eyed Vireo and Blackburnian Warbler 
(Norman Hill). 

For the third year in succession May was a 
relatively disappointing month. Continued north- 
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west winds prevailed May 1-8, breaking up all 
hopes of any wave. The summer residents gradu- 
ally trickled in, many inexplicably late and back- 
ward, with virtually no transients at all. 


May 6. Record list of 112 in Essex Co. 
Many residents scarce or missing, no 
transients. 

May 9. Wind finally southwest. Some tran- 
sients. 

May 10. Sudden cold wave; marked flight of 
transients. 

May 13. Frost and northwest winds; 129 spe- 
cies in Essex Co., many summer 
residents remarkably late. 

May 15. Wind southwest at last! A great 
wave of residents and transients. 

May 16. More transients. 

May 17. Sudden cold wave. Nevertheless a 
flood of warblers. 

May 19. Some transients left. Messrs. Fox, 
Smart and Higginbotham made rec- 
ord list of 128 on South Shore. 

May 20. No transients left in Massachusetts! 


Various late summer residents not 
arrived yet. Essex Co. big list effort 
a flop! 

Very warm, wind southwest. No mi- 

gration at all! 

May 30-June 3. The missing summer residents 
and transients gradually trickled in 
and through after most people had 
stopped birding, the real reason why 
they think Yellow-bellied Flycatch- 
ers and Mourning Warblers are rare! 


May 24. 


To sum up, May was above average in tempera- 
ture, and the lateness of the summer residents and 
some transients cannot be explained on local con- 
ditions. By mid-May vegetation was way ahead 
of normal. The scarcity of waves is accounted for 
in part by the lack of southwest winds on critical 
dates, but some birds continued to arrive on most 
unfavorable conditions, suggesting a hold-up 
farther south. 

Pelagic Birds.—Excellent flight of Sooty Shear- 
waters and Wilson’s Petrels off Monomoy Point, 
May 26-30. At least 2000 Wilson’s Petrels and 
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one Leach’s moving north at sea, May 27. Both 
Northern and Red Phalaropes off Monomoy, May 
26, after a storm. Greatest spring flight [May 26- 
30 (also D. Snyder, V. Armstrong, Fox, Paine, 
F. and K. Elkins)] of jaegers off Monomoy Point 
ever recorded, more than in last 15 years added 
together! All 3 species, including one perfect 
adult Long-tailed Jaeger, May 27 (Griscom, S. A. 
Eliot, Rosses, Smart, H. Parker, R. Emery). 

Geese.—Very fine flight of Canadas, the second 
best in 20 years. Good also for Am. Brant. The 
usual occurrence of Snows and one adult Blue, 
Salisbury, Mass., April 8 (Mr. and Mrs. Baker). 

Ducks.—Migration a total flop! Even Blacks 
way down, a real crash in numbers of both teal 
and of Pintail. Poor for the Ring-necked and 
very poor for all rarer species. A drake European 
Teal at Newburyport, April 21 and 22 (L.G. and 
many others). 

Hawks.—Very fine flight all March and April. 
Mrs. Elkins securing her best count. Good flight 
of Broad-winged Hawks in May, eastern Mass. 
A Golden Eagle at Newburyport, March 10 (LG 
et al.), chasing a Bald Eagle, feathered tarsus seen 
as it lit on ground. 

Shorebirds—Very fine flight at Monomoy on 
May 26. Record list of 21 species, including a 
Golden Plover, a Stilt Sandpiper in full breeding 
plumage (R. Emery), 200 Red Knots, 400 Red- 
backed, 30,000 peeps and Sanderlings, 2000 
Black-bellied Plover, 750 Ruddy Turnstones, 14 
Willets. Also a Willet and a Golden Plover at 
Newburyport (D. Snyder, J. Baird). Ruff in full 
breeding plumage, cinnamon phase at Newbury- 
port, May 13 (LG and others), same phase as 
three years ago. 

Gulls —European Black-headed Gull, a perfect 
adult at Moon Island, Squantum, Mass., May 19 
(Higginbotham and others). Immature Little 
Gull at Newburyport, May 27-28 (C. Russell 
Mason and others). 

Warblers—Good year for Tennessee, Cape 
May (up to 6 in a day) and Bay-breasted War- 
blers. The Louisiana Water-thrush returned to 3 
localities near Boston. Worm-eating and Hooded 
Warblers in Cambridge, May 15 (over 40 ob- 
servers). Prothonotary Warbler at Braintree, May 
12-14 (Henry Forbes and others), another sing- 
ing male at Medford, May 19 (C. E. Clarke). 
Cerulean Warbler, singing male, at Wollaston, 
May 26 (Higginbothams). 

Other Land Birds.——Poor flight of transient 
thrushes and White-crowned Sparrows. Very few 
swallows until May 13. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
more numerous than usual. Red Crossbill, a few 
stray flocks appeared mid-April and mid-May, 1 
of Newfoundland race seen with other at Nahant, 
1 collected at Amherst (J. Baird). Notable flight 
of Am. Goldfinches flooded the country. Rela- 
tively few southern species: only 1 Yellow- 
breasted Chat, 2 White-eyed Vireos, 1 Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, Orchard Oriole (Wayland only).— 
LupLow GriscomM, Museum of Comparative 
Zoology, Cambridge 38, Mass. 


HUDSON—ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—There 
was nothing dramatic about the spring migration 
in this Region. Generally temperatures were about 
normal and with few 
extremes. The flow of 
migrants was rather 
regular and waves, 
such as they were, 
could not be consid- 
ered as well devel- 
oped. April migrants 
were often late and 
usual May transients, 
particularly warblers, 
were early. In_ the 
southern part of the 
Region the most pro- 
nounced wave was on 
May 10 and 11; 
northern New York, 
Vermont and Mont- 
real, Que., May 16; 
Quebec City and the 
Gaspe Peninsula, 
Que., May 20 and on May 22 and 23 at Seven 
Islands, Que. As is usual the waves are largely 
judged by the warbler flight. 

Loons to Herons.—The flight of loons, both 
Common and Red-throated, reached its maximum 
on April 22 along the coast but it was May 12 that 
the greatest movement was noted along the Con- 
necticut River in Massachusetts. At Burlington, 
Vt., a Red-throated Loon was seen on Lake 
Champlain on May 15 (Marion L. Smith). Horned 
Grebes were numerous in migration; on Swarts- 
wood Lake in northern New Jersey, 65 were 
counted on April 21 (A. E. Eynon). The Gannet 
flight was small as seen from the shore. A few 
Am. Egrets were seen from late April to mid-May 

















‘on western Long Island, N. Y. They were out- 


numbered by Snowy Egrets both here and in 
southwestern Connecticut. An extremely early 
date for Green Heron was March 24 at South 
Windsor, Conn. (Risley). Several reports of Yel- 
low-crowned Night Herons on Long Island; one 
of 6 birds at Woodmere, May 6 to 12. They were 
again at Great Marsh near Westport, Conn., 5 of 
them (Betty Long). Each year we have heard of 
Glossy Ibis in the Region. On April 21 one was 
seen flying over Mt. Tom near Holyoke, Mass. 
(J. Baird, Frances Elkins) and, on May 12, 2 
Glossy Ibis were at Old Bridge, N. J. (T. Hallo- 
well, C. Victorius). 

Swans and Geese—At appropriately named 
Swan Lake, near Monticello, N. Y., a flock of 40 
Whistling Swans spent April 13 and 14 (K. 
Niven). There was a good flight of Canada Geese 
from the night of March 6 and 7, when flocks of 
migrants were heard going over Northampton, 
Mass. (S. A. Eliot, Jr.), to May 25 when 100 
were seen over the Saugatuck River in southwest- 
ern Connecticut (BL). Again a migration route 
over the Green Mts. in Vermont was used by 
these geese; a flock of 25 passed over Walling- 
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ford on April 8 (Elizabeth Ball). Canada Geese 
were in the vicinity of Montreal, Que., from 
March 29 to May 14. At Quebec City the daily 
count reached a maximum of 1000 on April 21 
and 28 (F. Hamel). The major Am. Brant flight 
is coastwise but some follow interior routes. On 
northern Lake Champlain between Alburg and 
West Swanton, Vt., there were usually 100 to 200 
birds during March (R. H. Minns). At the south 
end of the lake there are reports, as yet unchecked, 
of several hundred more. On Quabbin Reservoir, 
in central Massachusetts, 36 were seen on March 
14 (SAE). There were a few Am. Brant reports 
in the Montreal area (J. G. Lareau) and increas- 
ing numbers further down the St. Lawrence. As 
the Snow Goose population increases, more and 
more reports come in of birds in migration and 
most seem to follow the Connecticut River or 
Lake Champlain routes. The earliest record we 
have is March 20 at Northfield, Mass., 25 birds 
(Arms); another is March 27 on Lake Cham- 
plain at Swanton, Vt., 7 (RHM); others are 
March 28, Amherst, Mass., 350 (JB); April 7, 
Boonton, N. J., 300 (Mrs. J. Y. Dater). On the 
same day at Kripplebush, 12 miles southeast of 
Kingston, N. Y., 55, including one dark goose, 
probably a Blue (J. Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc.). 
There were many other reports during late March 
and early April in the southern part of the Region, 
concluding with 1 at Burlington, Vt., April 14 and 
15 (MLS et al.) and 250 in southwestern Connec- 
ticut at Birdcraft Sanctuary on April 22 (Novak). 
Snow Geese were reported in the Montreal area 
from March 27 to April 3, with 300 on the last 
day (JGL). At Cap Tourmente, Que., Snow 
Geese were present from March 22 to May 23 
and it is probable that in that period the entire 
flock, now estimated at over 40,000, was con- 
gregated. On March 25 at St. Augustin, Que., 
25,000 were reported (L. A. Lord), probably 
birds en route to the gathering ground. At Cap 
Tourmente there were always a few Blues in the 
flock (C. Fremont). 

Ducks —Only 1 European Widgeon was fre- 
ported: April 8 at Hadley, Mass. (Bryant). A 
European Teal was at Jones Beach, L. I., March 
17. A male Cinnamon Teal was identified on May 
12 at Ile des Soeurs, Montreal (JN, G. H. Mont- 
gomery), and one on May 13 at Laprairie (H. 
Longleys, JN). Shovellers were at Jones Beach, 27 
on March 3; 6 were at Portland, Conn., March 
27 to April 7 (L. J. Whittles) and 7 at South 
Windsor, Conn., March 31 (Doris Purinton). 
Wood Ducks were generally reported but in small 
numbers. Ring-necks have shown a decline. A 
pair of these ducks was seen at Roberval, Lake 
St. John, Que., April 24 (L. M. Pedneauit). 
Both scaup migrate through the vicinity of Mont- 
real, the Greater far outnumbering the Lesser and 
going through earlier (J. Normandin, et al.), no 
scaup were reported further down the River. A 
Barrow’s Golden-eye was seen near Montreal, 
April 6 and 7. At Seven Islands, Que., a pair of 
Harlequins, ¢ and 9, were collected (M. Camp- 
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bell). Reports of Ruddy Ducks have been prac- 
tically absent. 

Vultures and Hawks.—The first Turkey Vul- 
tures reported were at Mt. Tom, Mass., March 8 
(Miss Tyler) and in the southeastern Catskill 
Mts., N. Y., on the same day; 4 were seen in 
this latter area, March 11 (J.B.N.H.S.). There 
were many Connecticut reports: 4, March 29, 
Kent (A. A. Saunders); 2 April 7, Glastonbury 
(LIW); 2, Easton (BL). This vulture has at times 
been very numerous in the Connecticut River 
valley near Northampton between April 12 and 
May 4 (SAE). The hawk flight was normal at 
Cooperstown, N. Y. (N. P. Hill) and better than 
usual in the Green Mts., Vt., particularly buteos 
(A. M. Decker). Goshawks were fairly numerous 
in the migration in the valley; in this flight was 
a Gyrfalcon at Northampton (Wood, O’Connell). 
A Golden Eagle was reported at Northampton, 
April 18 (Smart) another at Gabriels in the 
Adirondacks, N. Y., May 5 (G. Chase). The Baid 
Eagle was absent from the Connecticut River val- 
ley from April 14 to May 4; this probably repre- 
sents a gap between the departing northern race 
and the incoming southern birds. The dates of 
April 28 and 29 for Broad-wings and Ospreys at 
Tupper Lake, N. Y., seem correlated with the tre- 
mendous hawk flight which moved east along the 
south shore of Lake Ontario on these dates. 

Gallinaceous Birds, Rails and Gallinules.— 
There are many well authenticated reports of the 
recent appearance of wild Turkeys in Sullivan 
County, N. Y., along the Delaware River. They 
probably have moved over from Pennsylvania 
(KN). In the Catskill Mts., N. Y., the Ruffed 
Grouse is increasing (J.B.N.H.S.) and at Coopers- 
town, N. Y., the numbers are still high (NPH). 
At Canton, N. Y., they are reported as common 
(W. E. Curtis). A decrease is noted in the Green 
Mts., Vt., and this year drumming started late 
(A. M. Decker). King Rail was reported at Long- 
meadow near Springfield, Mass., April 15 (SAE) 
and there are numerous other reports of this rail 
in central and western Massachusetts in May. 
Clapper Rails have increased in numbers along 
the Sound shore of Western Connecticut (BL); in 
the same area the Virginia Rail is down. Virginia 
and Sora Rails and a Florida Gallinule were all 
near Montreal, May 11 (I. McLaren). A Purple 
Gallinule was found dead at East Hampton, L. I., 
April 20 (S. Lester). 

Shorebirds—There was a good flight of shore- 
birds both coastwise and inland. Five of the early 
migrating Piping Plover were at Palm Beach, L. I., 
March 24 (Kreissman). One Golden Plover was 
seen at Jamaica Bay, L. I., May 13. A Wilson’s 
Plover appeared at Lyme, Conn., on April 7; this 
is the fourth successive year that a bird of this 
species has been seen on this strip of sandy beach 
(Olive Rhines). The flight of Woodcock and Wil- 
son’s Snipe was generally good; Woodcock mi- 
gration was particularly heavy in the Champlain 
valley (Lesperance). Woodcock were singing as 
early as Feb. 28 at Nyack, N. Y. (Rockland Co. 
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Aud. Soc.). In southern Connecticut many Wil- 
son’s Snipe went through, March 30 and 31. The 
snipe reached Montreal, April 8 (Br. V. Gabori- 
ault) and Ste. Anne de la Pocatiere, Que., on 
April 24 (R. Tanguay). A few scattered reports 
of the Upland Sandpiper; Agawam, Mass., April 
19; Canton, N. Y., April 28 (WEC) and at Hicks- 
ville, L. I., on the same date; here they occupy 
their old nesting grounds. At Farmington, Conn., 
a Willet was seen, June 3 (E. A. Bergstrom); 
this bird is very rare for this locality. In late May 
and early June most shorebirds were recorded in 
the Connecticut River valley, a splendid flight. A 
Curlew Sandpiper was on the Pennsylvania Flats, 
Jamaica Bay, L. I., May 12, and 2 the following 
day (Mayer, et al.) A late record for Purple 
Sandpiper was May 19, 75 at Idlewild, L. I. 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers—rThere were a 
number of reports of “white-winged” gulls from 
inland points. One Glaucous Gull at Turners Falls, 
Mass., March 31 to April 7. At Northampton, 1 
Glaucous and 2 Iceland Gulls were feeding on 
discarded potatoes with a flock of about 300 Her- 
ring Gulls, April 12 to 17. An Iceland and an 
equally rare Great Black-backed Gull were at 
Hadley, Mass., March 15. Iceland Gulls were last 
seen at Montreal, April 7 (JN) and the Glaucous 
on April 24 (VG). Forty-nine Bonaparte’s Gulls 
were seen at Montreal, May 15 (JN) and 2 at 
Roberval, Que., May 19 (LMP). At the Nar- 
rows in New York Harbor 1500 of these gulls 
were present, April 14. There were 2 Bonaparte’s 
at Pittsfield, Mass., April 7 (Bailey) but they are 
no longer spring transients in the Connecticut 
River valley as they were 15 or 20 years ago. 
A Black-headed Gull was in New York Harbor, 
March 31, as well as an adult Little Gull (Grant). 
Black Terns were reported in northern Vermont, 
May 8 (RHM), and on Jamaica Bay, L. I., May 
27 (Carleton). Thirty Black Skimmers were at 
Jones Beach, L. I., May 12. 

Doves, Cuckoos.——Mourning Doves were fe- 
ported as early as March 3 at Northampton 
(SAE) but it was April 5 before they reached 
Montreal (JN). This species has increased in 
numbers in the lowlands encircling the Green 
Mts. in Vermont (AMD). The first positive rec- 
ord of the dove in the vicinity of Saranac Lake, 
N. Y., was of 1 seen on April 8 (C. Merkel). 
Both cuckoos were more common than _ usual. 
There is remarkable uniformity in the dates of 
arrivals of the Yellow-bill. On May 14 it was re- 
ported from Idlewild, L. I.; Scarsdale, N. Y. 
(KH), and from central Connecticut; May 16 
from Northampton. The first Black-bills were re- 
corded on May 3, Nyack, N. Y. (R.C.A.S.); at 
Scarsdale, N. Y., and in central Connecticut, May 
5. It was at Northampton and also near Kingston, 
N. Y., on May 12. 

Owls, Goatsuckers and Swifts—There were but 
f2w reports of owls. Last dates for the Snowy 
Owl were March 4, Idlewild, L. I.; March 23, 
Montreal (JN) and May 3 in Kamouraska Co., 
Que. (W. Labrie). At Seven Islands, Que., a 


Richardson’s Owl was seen, May 31 (MC). Whip- 
poor-wills were early; 2 on April 28 at North- 
ampton (SAE) and 1 on April 30 near Kingston, 
N. Y. (J.B.N.H.C.). A noteworthy record for both 
place and date was of Chimney Swifts at Rober- 
val, Que., April 28 (LMP). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—A very early date 
for the Yellow-shafted Flicker at Ste. Anne de la 
Pocatiere, Kamouraska Co., Que., April 16 (RT). 
An Arctic Woodpecker was seen in southern 
Berkshire Co., Mass., April 4 (S. W. Bailey). 
An Eastern Phoebe was at Holyoke, Mass., Feb. 
17 to 22; it was singing on the 18th. April 6 was 
the earliest record for Montreal (Z. Rivard). The 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was at Quebec City, 
May 29, and the Traill’s; May 25 (FH). An 
Eastern Wood Pewee was seen at Montreal, May 
14 (VG). 

Swallows to Mockingbirds——Three Swallows ap- 
peared at Bradford, Vt., March 29 (WPS) and 
at Montreal, April 1 (I. McL.). A Purple Martin 
was recorded on April 24 at Ste. Anne de la Poca- 
tiere, an early date at the northern limit of its 
range. An Am. Magpie was seen on May 13 and 
14 at Short Beach, L. I. (J. Bull, E. Eisenmann); 
another at Bayshore, L. I, March 28 (R. 
Latham). Both White-breasted and Red-breasted 
Nuthatches are down in numbers. There was a 
heavy flight of Winter Wrens at Montreal; 35 
were seen on April 28 (JN). Long-billed Marsh 
Wrens were generally numerous in migration, 
but very few Short-billed Marsh Wrens were re- 
ported. Mockingbirds appeared at unusual lo- 
calities. At Deerfield, Mass., 1 was seen, April 
28 and 29 and, at the same time, a pair was re- 
ported at Leyden, Mass.; the latter remained for 
several weeks. One was seen at Cooperstown, 
N. Y., May 13, and a pair was about Nyack, 
N. Y., throughout April but has not been seen 
there since (R.C.AS.). 

Thrushes to Shrikes—The heavy flight of Am. 
Robins started early; a few had wintered in Mont- 
real and in Quebec city, but migration really 
siarted there on March 28. Two, identified as be- 
longing to the Black-backed race, were seen in a 
ficck of robins at Whateley, Mass., March 10; an- 
other was so identified at Montreal, March 28 
(V.G.). Wood Thrushes were reported in the 
vicinity of Montreal, 2 on May 10 (C. Bourgie) 
and 4 on May 18 (L. Cing-Mars). Throughout 
March the Hermit Thrush was unrecorded in the 
central Connecticut River valley. The earliest rec- 
ord was at Ashley Falls, Mass., April 4, and then 
at Northampton, April 10; late transients were 
seen there on May 13 and 19 (SAE). Reports of 
Olive-backed Thrushes were much more numer- 
ous than usual and the flight was early. A male 
Wheatear was collected at Seven Islands, Que., on 
May 14 (MC). The Water Pipit flight was very 
poor. Three Bohemian Waxwings were seen at 
Montreal on April 1 (ZR). A Loggerhead Shrike 
was singing at Northampton, April 4; another 
record from the same vicinity, June 5 (D. H. 
Crompton). 
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Vireos and Warblers.—A Solitary Vireo was seen 
at Ashley Falls, Mass., on the very date of April 
10 (Bailey). Warblers arrived early in the south- 
ern part of the Region and many species were re- 
ported in late April which normally do not appear 
until May. Northern nesting species reached 
Gaspe, Que., May 20, and Seven Islands on May 
22. All migrants passed through quickly. The 
Worm-eating Warbler was at Mt. Tom, Mass., 
May 16 to 26. The Golden-winged Warbler was 
reported from Rutland, May 15; Sudbury, May 
18 and West Rutland, May 26; all these points 
are in Vermont (Elizabeth Ball). Brewster’s War- 
bler was seen in Massachusetts on May 15 at 
Lenox, May 17 at Longmeadow, and on May 27 
at Springfield; both hybrids were seen at Ramsey, 
N. J. (Mrs. JYD, A. Linz). A Cerulean Warbler 
was reported from near Englewood, N. J., May 
15 (AL). Unusually large numbers of both Cape 
May and Bay-breasted were recorded but the 
Black-poll was down and passed through very 
rapidly. A Louisiana Water-thrush was at Brat- 
tleboro, Vt., May 4 (EB) and one at Newbury, 
Vt., May 11 (WPS); this latter is the first record 
for the section. But few Mourning Warblers were 
noted: 1 at Ramapo, N. Y., May 21 (J. K. Moss- 
man), 1 at Orient, L. I., June 8 (R. Latham). 
An early Common Yellowthroat was seen at Con- 
way, Mass., April 26 (Rookwood). The Yellow- 
breasted Chat that was first reported at Jones 
Beach, L. I., in late February was last seen, April 
14. Northerly records of chats were, Amherst, 
Mass., May 20 (Bryant), Sheffield, Mass., May 23 
(SAE), and Rutland, Vt., May 24 and 25 (EB). 

Meadowlarks to Tanagers——The Eastern Mead- 
owlark arrived at Montreal, March 27 (CB) and 
at Quebec city, April 10 (L. A. Lord). One was 
seen at Seven Islands, May 28 and 29 (MC). As 
far north as central Massachusetts an unusual 
number of Orchard Orioles was reported. Brown- 
headed Cowbirds have been unusually plentiful. 
There were more Summer Tanagers than normal 
on western Long Island in late April and early 
May. 

Finches—The Cardinal was more frequently 
seen near Kingston, N. Y., and on western Long 
Island than heretofore. Rose-breasted Gros- 
beaks were plentiful and they arrived early: April 
25, Wilbraham, Mass. (Ross). The same is true 
of the Indigo Bunting, numerous and early. The 
wintering Dickcissels left Deerfield, Mass., April 
5 and Berlin, Conn., April 6. In the southern part 
of the Region Evening Grosbeaks were mostly 
reported in wandering flocks which stopped for a 
day or two in a locality and then disappeared. 
They were uncommon in New Jersey and in 
southern New York. In March and April they 
were not infrequent in western Massachusetts but 
they thinned out after April 24; last seen at North- 
ampton, May 6 and at Canaan, N. H., May 15 
(SAE). Evening Grosbeaks were still present in 
small numbers at Saranac Lake, N. Y., May 31 
(G. M. Meade). A single female spent a week or 
more at a feeding station at Ramsey, N. J., in 
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early June (A. E. Runk). On Long Island the 
House Finch has increased in numbers and in the 
area occupied, at New Rochelle, N. Y., 1 was 
seen on March 20 (R. Ryan). The colony of 
European Goldfinches on Long Island has de- 
creased in numbers; 1 individual of this species 
was seen in Scarsdale, N. Y., April 30 (KH). 
Redpolls were practically unreported in the south- 
ern part of the Region. The latest Common Red- 
poll was seen at Montreal, March 8 (Br. Justin- 
Marie) and at Quebec city, April 20 (R. Cayou- 
ette). A Greater Redpoll was reported from 
Montreal, March 31 (J. McL.). Pine Siskins and 
Am. Goldfinches were common throughout and 
reported as abundant in many places. Wandering 
flocks of crossbills were numerous. At Coopers- 
town, N. Y., a flock of Red Crossbills numbered 
220 on April 1 but only a few were left in early 
May (NPH). 

Sparrows.—There was a fair flight of Ipswich 
Sparrows on southern Long Island in mid-March 
(J. J. Elliott). The Grasshopper Sparrow, a rare 
bird in the central Adirondacks was seen at Tup- 
per Lake, May 25 (Kingsbury). A Lark Sparrow 
was reported from Cooperstown, April 22 (NPH). 
White-crowned Sparrows were more numerous 
than usual but Fox Sparrows were low throughout 
and migrated early—CHARLEs K. NICHOLS, Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History, New York 24, 
N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—Un- 
usually warm weather in late April brought an 
early development of vegetation. In the northern 
* part of the re- 
gion May mi- 
grants had ar- 
rived in full 
force by May 
10, the move- 
ment  continu- 
ing until the 
15th but being 
almost over by 
the 20th. T. A. 
Imhof reported 
small land birds 
remarkably late 
and scarce in 
the Gunpowder 
River area in Maryland, and at Patuxent Refuge, 
Laurel, Md., C. S. Robbins recorded only one- 
third as many transient warblers as in the spring 
of 1950. The annual D. V. O. C. spring round-up 
was held on May 13, covering territory in Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland. 
Fourteen groups recorded 231 species, one group 
of 12 people listing 201, and David A. Cutler 
making what is probably an all time record for 
an individual in this area with 176 species in one 
day. Farther west, Maurice Broun reported a poor 
migration. 
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Grebes and Pelagic Birds—Horned Grebes 
were abundant in February in eastern Maryland 
and in mid-April in the Yorktown, Va., area. 
W. R. Middleton found a flock of 24 at Thoro- 
fare, N. J., May 24. Double-crested Cormorants 
were abundant around Yorktown through April 
(J. H. Grey); and individuals were seen at Dan- 
ville, Va., April 28, May 9 and 10. 

Herons and Ibises—Two Louisiana ‘Herons 
were seen near Newport News, Va., April 29 
(Ray Beasley, Raymond Glassell). Up to 14 
Black-crowned Night Herons were noted daily at 
Danville, Va., in late May and early June (Royster 
Lyle). The Am. Bittern was noted at Bombay 
Hook on Feb. 10 and at Ocean City, Md., on Feb. 
25. A Glossy Ibis was seen at Tinicum, Philadel- 
phia, May 13 (D.V.O.C.). 

Swans and Geese—Small flocks of Whistling 
Swans were present along the Gunpowder River, 
Md., through April (TAI). The heavy northward 
flights of Canada Geese on the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia occurred on March 3 to 5 (A. B. Fuller). 
Brant were reported in Maryland from Ocean City 
to South Point in early spring, with a maximum 
of 2500 on Feb. 25. A flock of 8 adult and 6 im- 
mature Blue Geese was seen flying up the Gun- 
powder River on May 15 (TAI); and 6 at Morn- 
ington Creek, Salem Co., N. J., April 25. On Feb. 
25, 200 Snow Geese were found at Ocean City, 
Md., and one was seen flying over Washington on 
April 1 (J. D. Biggs, M. C. Crone, R. L. Farr). 

Ducks.—Haven Kolb saw a late pair of Gad- 
walls at Loch Raven, Md., May 5. Cutler found a 
European Teal in a flock of 80 Green-wings at 
Tinicum on March 11; and C. E. Stevens reported 
a male European Widgeon at Henley’s Lake, Al- 
bemarle Co., Va., March 24 to 30. Imhof has 
found a nesting pair of Wood Ducks this spring 
in every tree-bordered marsh along Gunpowder 
River, Md. Greater Scaups were seen for the first 
time in Albemarle Co., Va.: 8 males on April 2 
(Mr. and Mrs. Bill Lewis) and a female on May 
6 (R. J. Watson, et al.). The Susquehanna Flats 
had a high concentration of Canvas-backs, with 
a maximum of 10,000 on Feb. 3 (M. H. Martin). 
An unusual count of 300 Am. Golden-eyes was 
made on the lower Patuxent River, Md., on Feb. 
18. A male Surf Scoter was found on the Gun- 
powder River, May 3 to 5 (TAI); and on March 
24 Dr. G. A. Hall saw rather late scoters of all 
three species from the Cape Charles, Va., ferry 
and a large mixed flock, which had previously 
been estimated at 20,000 (about 50% White- 
winged, 40% Surf and 10% American—J. H. 
Buckalew), south of Assateague Island, Va. 

Birds of Prey—A Rough-legged Hawk was 
found at Norfolk, Va., March 15 (W. F. Roun- 
trey). Raymond J. Middleton reported a Golden 
Eagle at Monticello, Charlottesville, Va., March 
30, a first record for Albemarle County. An un- 
usually early Osprey was seen in the Yorktown 
area on March 5 (JHG); and the first Pigeon 
Hawk records for the Yorktown peninsula were 
made on April 1 (RB, RG) and May 4 (JHG). 





George Regensburg found 8 Long-eared Owls at 
Mt. Laurel, N. J., Feb. 25. 

Turkeys.—The D. V. O. C. round-up turned up 
a Wild Turkey at Mt. Pocono, Pa. 

Rails and Shorebirds—A F'orida Gallinule 
was seen at Norfolk on April 5 (WFR) and one 
at Seaford, Va., May 6 (RB, RG). Four Wilson’s 
Plovers on May 28 are the first record for the 
Cape Henry, Va., area (WFR). Twenty Purple 
Sandpipers were still present at Ocean City, Md., 
on May 5 and 15 on May 19 (Md. Orn. Soc.). 

Gulls and Terns—As an indication of the readi- 
ness of even Ring-billed Gulls to move with the 
times, Mrs. Michie found 2 standing on the wet 
surface of a drive-in theater near Charlottesville, 
April 26. On March 4, R. F. Miller picked up a 
dead Black-legged Kittiwake at Indian River In- 
let, Sussex Co., Del. This is probably the first 
State record. At Ocean City, 4 Gull-billed Terns 
were seen on May 19 and 5 on May 20 (TAI, 
et al.). Early Caspian Terns reached Middle 
River, Md., on April 14 (Edwin Willis), and 
Alexandria, Va., on April 15 (Herbert Deignan); 
3 were found far inland at Danville on April 28 
(Va. Soc. Orn.). 

Cuckoos to Kinglets—Cuckoos were extremely 
scarce in central and eastern Maryland; most ob- 
servers failed to find either species during this pe- 
riod. Rountrey at Norfolk and Pope at Newport 
News each saw a Chimney Swift on the unusual 
date of April 1. Only one Red-headed Woodpecker 
was noted on the D.V.O.C. May 13 round-up: 
at Swarthmore, Pa., by V. A. Debes. The scarcity 
of this species in our region has become serious. 
A Red-bellied Woodpecker wintered at Carlisle, 
Pa. (F. C. Grimm), where it is a rare winter 
straggler. A Red-cockaded Woodpecker was seen 
at Northwest River, near Norfolk, on March 4 
(WFR). An Olive-sided Flycatcher was seen on 
May 13 in Delaware Co., Pa. (D.V.O.C.). The 
Least Flycatcher was missed for the first time in 
spring at Patuxent Refuge. Kolb found 4 Winter 
Wrens at Loch Haven, Md., on the very late date 
of May 12. An Am. Robin’s nest at Halethorpe, 
Md., with 2 eggs on April 8 is the earliest local 
record (I. E. Hampe). Broun had a Bewick’s 
Wren at Hawk Mountain on May 20, and 2 Blue- 
gray Gnatcatchers on May 5. A late Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet was found on York River on 
May 12 (BM). 

Vireos and Warblers —A Warbling Vireo, rare 
in Tidewater Virginia, was seen at Newport News, 
May 30 (RB). The D. V. O. C. round-up results 
on May 13 indicated that Cape May, Bay-breasted 
and Black-capped Warblers occurred in greater 
abundance than usual. Eight days earlier, the 
state-wide count of the Maryland Ornithological 
Society showed transients to be scarce all across 
the State; the one notable exception was a record 
count for the Eastern Shore of 23 Blue-winged 
Warblers along the Pocomoke River (WHB, DAC, 
CSR). A Blue-winged Warbler at Danville, April 
30 (RL, Bob Eggleston, J. Westbrook), is a first 
record. A Prothonotary Warbler, singing in a 
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river swamp at Danville on April 28 (RL, BE, 
Robert Paxton), was seen only once later. Ceru- 
lean Warblers were again found at Washington's 
Crossing, Pa., May 13 (D.V.O.C.), and the first 
record for the Catoctin Mountain area of Mary- 
land was obtained at Emmitsburg on May 6 
(Paul J. O’Brien). There seems to have been quite 
a movement of Tennessee Warblers through the 
region. For example, up to 4 were recorded daily 
at Charlottesville, May 7 to 21 (CES). The 
Mourning Warblers, a very rare migrant in south- 
ern Jersey, was seen and heard singing at Ab- 
secon on June 4 (C. H. Rogers). Another was 
found at Keene, Va., May 25 (CES). Yellow- 
breasted Chat seen at Gibson Island on April 3 by 
Mrs. Eleanor E. North was almost a month early. 
Broun had a Pine Warbler at Hawk Mountain, 
where it is very rare, April 25. A Black-capped 
Warbler at Norfolk, May 23 and 24 (WFR) is a 
first record for the Cape Henry area. 

Blackbirds to Tanagers.—J. K. Potter reported a 
Western Meadowlark, heard singing and seen, 
near Mt. Holly, N. J., June 3. A Baltimore Oriole 
at Newport News, May 6 (RB), is worthy of note. 
Brown-headed Cowbirds, abundant all winter in 
the Yorktown area and still present on June 1, 
were almost certainly breeders (JHG). The Scarlet 
Tanager, exceedingly rare on the Virginia coast, 
was seen at Newport News, May 6 to 14 (RB), 
and at Williamsburg, May 10 (JHG, JJM). 

Finches and Sparrows.——Blue Grosbeaks seem 
at least as plentiful as last year in Maryland 
(CSR). A brilliantly colored male Dickcissel fed 
at the station of the Misses Minnie and Katherine 
Stauffer at Cape May Courthouse for the week 
of March 18. On the D. V. O. C. round-up a Lark 
Sparrow was found near Ocean City, Md. (DAC), 
and White-crowned Sparrows were seen by 7 of 
the groups. Grey and Murray collected a Savan- 
nah Sparrow at Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Mav 
10, which turned out to be the Churchill race. 
A Lincoln’s Sparrow was trapped at Norristown, 
Pa., on April 25 (RJM), repeating twice on April 
27.—J. K. Potter, 437 Park Avenue, Collings- 
wood, N. J., and J. J. Murray, 6 White Street, 
Lexington, Va. 





SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
After a rather severe and extended winter the Re- 
gion experienced a cool and late spring. April, es- 
pecially, was 
cooler than 
normal and 
in many sec- 
tions drier. 
May was 
more nearly 
normal as to 
temperature 
but extreme- 
ly dry so 
that by the 
end of the 
period the 

















entire Region was suffering from a severe drought. 
At Augusta there was no rain at all in May ex- 
cept on the 26th when .25 in. fell. Throughout the 
Region migration was a week to two weeks late, 
both inland and on the coast. Rainwater pools 
and many small ponds were dry most of the time 
so that shorebirds frequenting this habitat were 
generally hard to find. In general, the migration 
was not very impressive except for warblers, and 
few unusual records were made. 

Gannets through Waterfowl—A Gannet on St. 
Simons Sound, Glynn Co., Ga., May 7 (I. R. 
Tomkins) was rather late. Two Black-crowned 
Night Herons arrived at Dalton, Ga., March 31 
(Mrs. R. E. Hamilton), a fairly early date. At 
Wilmington, N. C., a large flock of Canada Geese 
which passed over the city on May 25 (D. Peter- 
son) was extremely late. Also at Wilmington, 
European Widgeon and Greater Scaup were re- 
ported last on April 21, and a single Lesser Scaup 
was noted, April 28 (Appleberry). About 25 
Lesser Scaups were still present on St. Simons 
Sound, Ga., on May 7 (IRT). At Tryon, N. C., 
300 miles iniand, Red-breasted Mergansers seen 
during the week of April 23 to 30 are noteworthy 
(E. Williams). 

Shorebirds through Gulls—About 30 Am. Coot 
at Dalton, Ga., March 17, were somewhat early 
for that area (Mrs. REH) while a single bird 
feeding on a small pond 30 miles east of Char- 
lotte, N. C., April 27, was an uncommon sight in 
late spring in that region (RRC). At Savannah, 
Ga., 3 Piping Plover on May 5 (IRT) were quite 
late. An Upland Sandpiper, still rare in the re- 
gion, was seen at Athens, Ga., April 11 (M. Hop- 
kins). Two Spotted Sandpipers were still present 
at Atlanta, Ga., May 26 (R. Parks). At Tryon, 
N. C., Solitary Sandpipers seen April 23 to 30 
are unusual for the area (E. Williams). The last 
of the small groups of Purple Sandpipers seen 
through the winter at Wilmington was recorded 
on May 4 (Appleberry). Three Dowitchers (1 
coll.) seen in Baker Co., Ga., April 17 (M. Hop- 
kins), are rare in the interior of the state. On 
May 30, I. R. Tomkins collected a Glaucous Gull 
at Savannah, Ga., this being the fourth specimen 
and record from Georgia. This was the first year 
Laughing Gulls did not arrive at Savannah in 
numbers until May (IRT). 

Other Non-passerines—The Chuck-will’s-widow 
was first recorded in southeast Georgia, Coleraine, 
March 30 (J. W. Burch). The first Common 
Nighthawks arrived in Southwest Georgia, Grady 
Co., April 13 (H. L. Stoddard). Also in Grady 
Co., Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were late, be- 
ing first noted on March 24 (HLS). Chimney 
Swifts arrived early at Dalton in extreme north 
Georgia on March 25 (Mrs. REH). 


Flycatchers to Vireos—Flycatchers arrived only 
slightly later than normal. Eastern Kingbirds and 
Crested Flycatchers arrived in Grady Co., Ga., 
April 5 (HLS) while the Acadian had reached 
Tryon, N. C., by April 30 (E. Williams). In Grady 
Co., Ga., Tree Swallows were noted throughout 
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March and April in greater numbers than ever 
before in 25 years. As many as 5000 were esti- 
mated on several days feeding over the tung tree 
groves (HLS). Rough-winged Swallows at Dalton, 
Ga., March 24 (Mrs. REH) were early while 3 
birds in Grady Co., Ga., April 13 (HLS) are 
very rare there in spring. At Atlanta, a Barn 
Swallow, May 26, was somewhat late (R. Parks). 
Purple Martins, which arrived late, were first re- 
corded in Georgia near McRae, Feb. 22, and in 
Grady Co., Feb. 24 (HLS). In Grady Co., Ga., 
3 Catbirds on May 8 and a Hermit Thrush on 
May 6 (Neel) were rather late departing. Olive- 
backed Thrushes singing in Atlanta, Ga., May 19 
(R. Parks) and in Charlotte, N. C., May 25 
(Mrs. S. Nooe) were unusual and late. Unusual 
at Wilmington was a Gray-checked Thrush on 
May 7 (Appleberry and Baker). Cedar Waxwings, 
which are usually present by the 100’s locally 
throughout southwest Georgia in spring, were 
noted in very small flocks only, not over one- 
tenth of the usual numbers (HLS). Yellow- 
throated Vireos singing lustily at Charlotte, N. C., 
April 8, were only slightly late arriving (BRC). 

Warblers——The warbler migration was one of 
the best in years, both as to number of species 
and individuals throughout the region. In south- 
east Georgia at Coleraine warblers passed through 
in 3 waves: April 3, April 20 and May 8-12 
(F. V. Hebard). The last wave was noticeable at 
St. Marys, Ga., in the same region (R. Kuerzi). 
At Atlanta, warblers were abundant May 5-6 
and May 12-13 (Parks). At Tryon, N. C., E. Wil- 
liams again found Swainson’s Warblers during the 
week of April 23-30, after missing it in the area 
since the spring of 1940. Tennessee Warblers, un- 
usually abundant, were recorded for the first time 
in spring at Coleraine, Ga., May 11 (FVH) and 
at Atlanta, May 5 (1 coll.—R. Parks). Yellow 
Warblers, recorded for the first time at Coleraine, 
Ga., April 17 (FVH) were extremely common 
at Augusta (JFD) and Atlanta (R. Parks). At 
Columbia, S. C., Mrs. W. H. Faver reported 
Black-throated Blue and Prairie Warblers “every- 
where.” Blackburnian Warblers which had not 
been recorded from east of the Okefenokee Swamp 
in Georgia were observed at Coleraine, April 3 
and 17 (FVH). At Dalton, Ga., a Myrtle War- 
bler on May 7 (Mrs. REH) was the last reported 
from the state. Black-polls passed through At- 
lanta in two waves, April 29 and May 12 (R. 
Parks). Very unusual in southeast Georgia was a 
Kentucky Warbler at St. Marys, May 13 (R. 
Kuerzi). At Atlanta on May 13 a Connecticut 
Warbler was seen (Parks). The Yellow-breasted 
Chat arrived late in Grady Co., Ga., April 27. 
Am. Redstarts, extending their breeding range 
toward Charlotte, N. C., in recent years, were 
seen in the city on May 29 (Nooe). 


Blackbirds through Tanagers——A flock of Bob- 
olinks within 10 miles of Charlotte, N. C., May 5 
(H. Marshal) was unusual since these birds ordi- 
narily pass nearer the coast. The Orchard Oriole 
arrived in Grady Co., Ga., on April 3, a few days 


late (HLS). At Columbia, S. C., a Baltimore 
Oriole regularly visited a feeder between March 
6 and April 17 (Mrs. Faver). Brown-headed Cow- 
birds were still at Dalton, Ga., May 27 (Mrs. 
REH) suggesting that they may breed there. Sum- 
mer Tanagers, arriving a few days late, were first 
recorded in Grady Co., Ga., March 29 (HLS) 
and at St. Marys, Ga., April 1 (R. Kuerzi). 


Finches and Sparrows.—Also a little late in 
Grady Co., Ga., were Blue Grosbeaks, April 16, 
and Indigo Buntings, April 12 (HLS). At Wil- 
mington, N. C., Painted Buntings were seen April 
7 (Appleberry) although they were not noted at 
St. Marys, Ga., until April 15 (Kuerzi). On May 
19 and 26, 5 male Dickcissels established on ter- 
ritories in a large field at the Federal Prison 
Honor Farm near Atlanta were noted (Parks). 
A highly plumaged male Am. Goldfinch in Grady 
Co., Ga., May 24 (Mrs. E. V. Komarek) is the 
latest record from the region. The Red Crossbills, 
mentioned in the last report, which established 
themselves at Stone Mountain near Atlanta were 
last seen on May 30 (Parks). A Savannah Spar- 
row at Atlanta, May 19 (Parks) and a Sharp- 
tailed Sparrow in Glynn Co., Ga., May 18 (IRT) 
were unusually late leaving. Slate-colored Juncos 
left Charlotte, N. C., April 19, but White-throated 
Sparrows were seen through May 8 (BRC). Song 
Sparrows, still in Charlotte on June 8 (Nooe), 
will very likely be found breeding there.—J. FRED 
DENTON, 1510 Pendleton Rd., Augusta, Ga., and 
B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, N. C. 





FLORIDA REGION.—The exceptionally cold 
winter was followed by a dry spring. During April 
there was a marked deficiency in rainfall through- 
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glades and lake country. 
Although there was some 
rain in May, water along 
the Tamiami Trail canal 
dropped excessively and 
throughout the Big Cy- 
press Swamp waterholes 
— rea) and sloughs completely 

We dried up. The heron and 
ibis rookeries in South 
Florida did not form this 
year with the exception 
of a few Am. Egrets at Dildo Key in Florida 
Bay. Roseate Spoonbills, nesting early, were not 
affected by the cold of later months, but all other 
waders failed to nest in the usual numbers. In 
late May colonies of White Ibis and herons 
formed at Whiskey Stump and at the mouth of 
the Alafia River in Tampa Bay. 


Sea Birds—Two flocks of Gannets, 8 and 3, 
migrating northward were seen about ten miles 
off Miami, March 14 (R. P. Allen). Between the 
Tortugas and Key West 2 immature Gannets and 
2 Sooty Shearwaters were recorded, March 30 
(Henry M. Stevenson, Mr. and Mrs. John De- 
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Weese). An injured Sooty Shearwater was found 
at Pavillion Key, May 25 (Henry P. Bennett). A 
Horned Grebe was noted in spring plumage in 
Florida Bay near Tavernier in April (Bennett, 
Brookfield) and one at Wakulla Beach, April 12 
(HMS). Presumably, the latter was still in winter 
plumage. In the Straits of Florida southeast of 
Key West a Pomarine Jaeger was observed through 
7 x 50 glasses hovering above the bridge of a 
U. S. Naval vessel; the bird was studied for about 
5 minutes and identification was certain, April 
17 (C. H. McCall). Two flocks of Brown Peli- 
cans were migrating westward, along the south 
shore of Dog Island, March 17 (HMS). Thirteen 
White Pelicans were at Oak Hill, March 11, and 
11 at Titusville, March 25 (Russell E. Mumford). 


Herons, Ibises and Spoonbills—tThe first Green 
Heron and Yellow-crowned Night Heron were 
noted at Dog Island, March 17 (HMS). Twenty- 
five to 35 Great Blue Herons were nesting at 
Pelican Island off Sebastian and 2 nests had one 
egg each, Feb. 25. Two flocks of 12 and 47 Glossy 
Ibises were seen along the St. Johns Marshes west 
of Melbourne, Feb. 25. One Roseate Spoonbill 
was at the same place, same date (R. E. Mum- 
' ford). Six Roseate Spoonbills in Lake Worth, 
south of Palm Beach, April 22 (Adah R. Hodell) 
seem to indicate the northward range of this spe- 
cies is extending with the increase in the Florida 
Bay colony. 

Waterfowl.—A late Gadwall and a Blue-winged 
Teal were noted on the Wakulla River, May 31, 
and a Canvas-back at St. Marks Light, April 7. 
A flock of 200 Blue-winged Teal was at Lake 
Miccosukee, April 14 (HMS). Flocks totaling 120 
Shovellers on St. Johns Marshes near Sanford, 
March 18, were reduced to 7 individuals by March 
25 (REM). 

Gallinules and Rails —An early nesting of Flor- 
ida Gallinules at Rock Springs occurred, March 
28. Two days later 3 young were in the nest and 
4 eggs still unhatched (REM). A dead Sora was 
picked up at Key West, Feb. 26 (Frances Hames). 

Shorebirds—Very rare was a White-rumped 
Sandpiper at Lake Miccosukee, May 3. Pectoral 
and Stilt Sandpipers were unusual at St. Marks 
Light, April 7. Early were a Spotted Sandpiper on 
Alligator Point and a Hudsonian Curlew at St. 
Marks Light, April 7 (HMS). Two Hudsonian 
Curlews were seen at Bellaire Causeway, March 
30 (REM). Sixty-eight Am. Avocets at Snake 
Bight, Florida Bay, were in unusual numbers for 
this western species, April 8 (Louis Stimson). One 
was observed at Cedar Keys, March 11 (Howard 
T. Odum). An Upland Sandpiper was found in- 
jured at Key West, April 2 (FH). A late Wilson’s 
Snipe was alongside the Tamiami Trail, May 20 
(LS). 

Terns.—Least Terns at St. Marks Light, April 
7, are the earliest on record at that locality (H. M. 
Stevenson). First Caspian Tern recorded in Leon 
County was seen at Lake Jackson, April 27. 

Pigeons —Two White-crowned Pigeons arrived 
early near Tavernier, Key Largo, April 8 (REM). 
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Flycatchers—The first Gray Kingbirds reported 
this year were 11 along the route from Key West to 
Tavernier, April 9. A male Vermilion Flycatcher 
was observed and 40 feet of color movie film 
taken at New Smyrna near the Coast Guard Sta- 
tion; the bird was in almost complete spring 
plumage, March 25 (REM). 

Swallows.—Rare in the Tallahassee area were 
a Bank Swallow at Lake Miccosukee, May 3, and 
one at Alligator Point, May 12 (HMS). Early on 
the Florida Keys were several Barn Swallows, 
April 8. First Purple Martins, 3, arrived in Or- 
lando, Feb. 18 (REM). 

Thrushes. — Olive-backed and Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes were noted at Shell Point, May 5, and 
Alligator Point,, May 12; a Veery, Joc. cit., May 
12 (HMS). An observer reports his first Veery 
seen in Florida in his 25 years of residence at 
Miami, May 5 (LS). 

Warblers—At least 25 or 30 Parula Warblers 
were at Rock Springs, March 3; first song heard 
there, Feb. 27 (REM). Am. Redstarts began mov- 
ing up the Keys, April 10, and continued through 
April 12; chiefly males. A flight of female Am. 
Redstarts began April 19 and continued until the 
end of the month; a Black-poll Warbler flight 
occurred on the Keys on April 26, while a Black 
and White Warbler flight lasted from April 13 
into early May (RPA). A late migratory wave 
took place, May 4-10, bringing in large numbers 
of warblers to Matheson Hammock, south of 
Miami. Recorded within 4 hours on May 6 were 
Black and White, 9; Worm-eating, 1; Parula, 4; 
Cape May, 5; Black-throated Blue, 11; Black- 
poll, 32; Prairie, 3; Palm (Western), 2; Oven- 
bird, 22; Kentucky, 2; Common Yellowthroat, 7; 
Am. Redstart, 24 (LS). North Florida warbler 
records include a Tennessee, Lake Miccosukee, 
April 14; Yellow, Tallahassee, April 25, and Alli- 
gator Point, May 12; Magnolia, Shell Point, May 
5; Cape May, Tallahassee, April 23; Blackpoll, 
Alligator Point, May 12, and Dog Island, May 20. 

Orioles, Tanagers and Grosbeaks—At Key 
West, April 11-18, Orchard Orioles and Summer 
Tanagers passed through in considerable numbers; 
25 Orchard Orioles were counted on April 11 and 
by April 18 orioles and tanagers were in almost 
every tree (FH). A flight of adult male Orchard 
Orioles passed Tavernier, April 18 (RPA). A 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Key West, April 18, 
and Blue Grosbeak, April 15, were first in that 
locality for the observer (FH).—CHARLEs M. 
BROOKFIELD, 13 McAllister Arcade, Miami 32. 


Corrigenda, Volume 5, Number 2 

The editors apologize for a slip in the Summary 
of Highest Counts of Individuals for the 51st 
Christmas Bird Count, wherein the Yellow- 
breasted Chat was credited erroneously to Har- 
lingen instead of to Laguna Atascosa Refuge, 
Texas. With the addition of the chat, this refuge 
rises to third place (at the expense of California 
and Florida rivals) for number of species on 
which it reported the highest count. 
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ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—Although most of April was cool and wet 
throughout the southern half of this area, the 
month closed 
bright and fine, 
and migrants ar- 
riving the last week 
seemed to be about 
on time. May was 
sunny, but cool 
early in the month, 
the big influx of 
migrants at Buffalo 
coming May 15 to 
17, coinciding with 
“the first sustained 
south winds of the 
month.” At the 
head of Lake Su- 
perior, the late 
spring and retard- 
ed migration per- 
sisted into mid-May. East of North Bay, snow 
lingered late and on April 2 there were still 2142 
inches covering the ground; this was practically 
all melted by the 27th. Lake levels almost equaled 
the all-time high Toronto record of 249.25 ft. 
(above mean New York tide level) and great 
areas Of Toronto Island were inundated. The high 
water was attributed to the heavy rains in April 
saturating the ground. At Toronto, the lake level 
in May was nearly 20 inches above the average 
for that month for the past ten years. Dr. A. E. 
Allin, Fort William, commented that shorebirds 
were even less common than usual there in May 
“and that, goodness knows, is uncommon enough.” 

Grebes——To the several records of Western 
Grebes in southern Ontario during the past decade 
add two this season: 2 birds at Point Pelee, May 
19 or 20 (fide F. Helleiner) and one at Port 
Britain, May 27 (John Cromer). A heavy toll of 
Horned Grebes was taken at Niagara Falls, April 
19, when 119 went over the cataract (A. R. 
Muma). This was followed by 32 more April 21, 
all 151 being forwarded to the Royal Ontario 
Museum of Zoology. 


Fulmar.—The fourth Ontario report of the 
Fulmar came May 13, when one was observed at 
Port Credit, near Toronto, by Thomas Swift (fide 
Helleiner). 

Swans.—Best westward flight of Whistling 
Swans within the recollection of this compiler 
passed through the southern edge of this region 
during the first few days of this season: 62 to 154 
birds settling at Hamilton, Ont. (March 23), St. 
Catharines, Ont. (March 23), Wolcottsville, N. Y. 
(March 31), Oak Orchard Swamp, N. Y. (March 
31), and Chautauqua Lake, N. Y. (April 1). The 
greatest concentration was at Long Point Bay, 
Ont., where Overseer Jack Allan and a great 
many other observers estimated 8000 present, 
March 28 to April. At Lake St. Clair, 500 were 
still at Bradley’s and St. Luke’s marshes until the 
third week of April, according to H. B. Wressell. 

















Geese.—Eight thousand Canada Geese at Oak 
Orchard Swamp, March 31 (Genesee Ornitholog- 
ical Society) and a flock of 26 Brant at Toronto, 
May 8 (G. W. North) are worth recording. 

Hawks.—First record of the Goshawk nesting 
in southern Ontario below the Manitoulin-Mus- 
koka-Frontenac line came to hand this season, 
when Dalton Muir and Richard Robinson located 
an occupied nest April 21, at Mount Albert, 35 
miles north of Toronto’s city limits. This nest 
had 3 eggs, April 28, and 3 young, June 10. “Very 
notable” was the observation of 700 Broad-winged 
Hawks within 20 minutes at Wanakah, near Buf- 
falo, April 28 (Axtell). 

Quail and Rails—Good news concerning Bob- 
white came from Essex, Kent and Elgin Counties 
(southwestern Ontario), where Dr. R. M. Saun- 
ders saw the species in five places, May 14 to 16. 
A Black Rail was watched at close range on May 
24 by Dr. D. A. MacLulich at Rondeau Marsh, 
Lake Erie, Ont. (Despite a few scattered reports 
previously from Toronto, Hamilton, and other 
marshes in southern Ontario, there is still no 
Canadian specimen.) 

Curlew.—A heavy flight of Hudsonian Curlew 
passed westward through Port Britain, east of To- 
ronto, May 27—1500 birds in flocks of 50 to 100 
individuals (Ray Pannell). 

Owls.—Echoes of the flight last winter of Great 
Gray Owls in Ontario came from Sibley, north 
shore of Lake Superior (one seen, April 27, by 
J. Engberg, the 21st record of the species around 
the Lakeheac since last autumn) and Glenvale, 
near Kingston (one, April 21, seen by MacLulich 
and Dr. G. M. Stirrett). Records of the Saw-whet 
Owl breeding in this region are rare enough to 
publish every occurrence. This season 3 young 
were seen with their parents at Chatham, Ont., 
May 17 (Hugh Evans). 

Mockers, Waxwings and Vireos.—Of_ interest 
were a Mockingbird at Point Pelee, May 5 (See- 
ber) and another at Hamilton, May 15 (Dr. Gor- 
don B. White). Three or 4 small flocks of Bo- 
hemian Waxwings around London, Ont., were 
reported in April by Keith Reynolds. Second rec- 
ord of the Yellow-throated Vireo at the Lakehead 
was established on May 20, by Claude E. Garton. 


Warblers.—Signs of prosperity among Prothon- 
otary Warblers along the lower edge of this re- 
gion were the sight of 3 or 4 at Point Pelee (May 
5 to 7), 6 at Rondeau (May 16, Dr. R. M. Saun- 
ders and party) and 7 at Oak Orchard Swamp 
(late May and early June, fide Ed. Seeber). A 
Worm-eating Warbler on May 6 at Point Pelee 
(W. W. Smith) was noteworthy. 


Tanagers.—Dr. Stirrett identified a Summer 
Tanager at Point Pelee, May 4. The only pre- 
vious evidence of the Western Tanager occurring 
in Ontario (male seen at Ingersoll, April 27, 1947, 
Don Bucknell) followed a southwest blow which 
originated in the Utah-Oklahoma region. This 
season, a second report came to the attention of 
naturalists, when Mrs. W. P. Hogarth saw one 20 
miles northeast of Port Arthur on May 20 (fide 


253 








Allin). That weekend (May 18 to 21) saw a 
marked wave of migrants in the Fort William— 
Port Arthur area after an extended cool spell and 
besides a number of rarities, at least 3 species 
were seen at unprecedented early dates (Allin). 


Finches and Sparrows—A female Blue Gros- 
beak in late May at Islington, Toronto (Don 
Perks), tended to confirm reports of the occur- 
rence of the species at Islington in June, 1948. 
To-date, however, there is no record of this 
species breeding in Canada. An Indigo Bunting at 
Fort William, May 20 (Allin), was still another 
result of a noticeable wave of migrants there, May 
18 to 21 (third record of it at the Lakehead). 
After a particularly heavy flight into this area 
last winter, Pine Siskins remained to nest, at least 
in small numbers. Around Toronto (where the 
species is a very rare breeder) three nests were 
found: one with 2 eggs at Palgrave, April 14 
(C. E. Hope), another with 2 eggs at Humber 
Summit, April 15 (Arnold Dawe) and a third, 
with 2 young at Cataract, May 6 (Hope). Two 
young were seen with parents at the Weston Golf 
Course early in May by Dr. P. Harrington, who 
also saw parents feeding 2 young at Wasaga 
Beach, south Georgian Bay, May 24. Some idea 
of the numbers of crossbills present in the lower 
parts of this region last winter came from Pur- 
pleville, near Toronto, March 18, when Dr. R. M. 
Saunders estimated 500 Reds and 100 White- 
wings in the hemlocks and pines. Both species 
(with Reds predominating) reached Buffalo in 
February and stayed into June (Hamburg, N. Y.., 
fide, Seeber). At London, Ontt., commencing 
March 26, there were more White-wings than 
Reds. A few Reds occurred at Elgin County, 
Ont., in early April (Don Young). A range ex- 
tension northward for the Henslow’s Sparrow in 
mid-May (6 to 12 males, seen by W. E. Godfrey 
and Hoyes Lloyd) was reported at Carlsbad, Ont. 
Oregon Juncos were reported at Lewiston, N. Y., 
March 15 to April 5 (Klabundes) and Westdale 
Park, Hamilton, Feb. 18 (Les. Gray).—JaMEs L. 
BAILLIE, Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology, 100 
Queen’s Park, Toronto, Ont. 





APPALACHIAN REGION.—In the Appalachian 
Region the spring of 1951 was more nearly “nor- 
mal” than any for the past several years. There 
were no marked weather extremes, and plants 
came into leaf and blossom at near-average times. 
Many migrant birds were later than usual in ar- 
riving, but this was partially balanced by a num- 
ber of unusually early arrivals. 

The tendency toward late arrival of birds is 
demonstrated by an analysis made by Lee R. 
Herndon in the Elizabethton, Tenn., region. Of 
sixty-three migrating species, fifty-four averaged 
10.5 days later than their earliest arrival dates 
over a previous eight-year period. Six species 
were twenty or more days later than the average. 
Only seven species were earlier than average. 
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Observers in the Appalachian Region are con- 
stantly aware that their terri- 
tory lies on the peripheries of 
two major flyways. Birds of the 
Atlantic Coastal and Missts- 
sippi flights occur, but there 
are seldom the _ spectacular 
“waves” of migrants which are 
characteristic of points near the 
centers of these flyways. Birds 
drift through day by day, but 
it is unusual to see great num- 
bers of any one species at a 
given time. 

For many of us at least, the 
wood warblers seem the most 
characteristic and _ interesting 
Appalachian birds. On May 6, 
the Charleston, W. Va., chap- 
ter of the Brooks Bird Club listed thirty-two spe- 
cies of warblers, a very respectable list for any 
part of the country. No one species was noted as 
having been particularly abundant however. 

Loons through Herons—Common Loons were 
unusually scarce throughout the region. There 
were no reports of Red-throated Loons or Red- 
necked Grebes. A concentration of forty-six 
Horned Grebes at State College, Pa., on March 
30 (Adolph Steinle) was unusual for the region. 
J. C. Howell noted six Double-crested Cormorants 
near Knoxville, Tenn., on April 15. 

Two Little Blue Herons in mature plumage at 
Elizabethton, Tenn., on April 21 (F. W. Behrend) 
are the first adults of this species for the area. 
Black-crowned Night Herons were noted by 
Howell near Knoxville, Tenn., on June 3, and at 
State College, Pa. (W. S. Clarke, Jr.), during 
the spring. At neither locality are the birds known 
to nest. On April 28, Max Carpenter found the 
first nest of a Yellow-crowned Night Heron for 
the Valley of Virginia. The nest, located near Day- 
ton, Va., contained 4 eggs, 3 normal, and 1 ab- 
normal. One egg hatched on May 23, 1 egg 
disappeared, and the other 2 appeared to be in- 
fertile. An American Bittern on May 20 at Knox- 
ville, Tenn. (Howell), is the latest local record 
for this species. At Huntington, W. Va., Ralph 
Edeburn reported unusual numbers of Least Bit- 
terns. Clarke also noted a single bird of this spe- 
cies near State College, Pa., on May 13. 


Geese and Ducks.—For the first time in several 
seasons, there were no spring reports of Blue or 
Snow Geese in the Appalachian Region. Canada 
Geese went through in fair numbers, although 
Clarke noted a poor season for all waterfowl near 
State College. Ducks of many species were un- 
usually well scattered throughout the region, this 
doubtless being an effect of the increasing number 
of large and small water impoundments. During 
late March and early April almost every farm 
pond had small groups of ducks, a situation which 
still appears strange to local observers. An Old- 
squaw remained at Elizabethton, Tenn., until 
April 18 (Herndon). An Am. Golden-eye at 
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Knoxville on April 17 was unusually late (How- 
ell). Mrs. Arthur Cowell found a White-winged 
Scoter, unusual for the region, at State College 
on April 5. At Lexington, Va., J. J. Murray noted 
a pair of Redheads on March 19 and 20, and a 
Shoveller on April 4. Both are rare locally. On 
the South Holston Reservoir in southwest Vir- 
ginia and eastern Tennessee, Stephen M. Russell 
counted over 500 Lesser Scaups on April 5. Blue- 
winged Teal remained in a swamp in Greenbrier 
County, W. Va., until May 24, and may have 
been breeding there. Ruddy Ducks were unusually 
common at Morgantown, W. Va. 

Hawks through Rails—A Rough-legged Hawk 
was noted by Alfred Smalley at State College, Pa., 
on Feb. 28. At Morgantown, W. Va., a Pigeon 
Hawk, rare for the locality, was seen on April 
24. There are scattered reports of Golden Eagles 
this spring in the West Virginia mountains. An 
Osprey on April 29 at Knoxville, Tenn., was Jate. 
Ruffed Grouse and wild Turkeys, both with young, 
were noted by Frank Johnson and Hans Uhlig on 
May 25 in Randolph Co., W. Va. Bob-whites sur- 
vived the winter in West Virginia, and are seem- 
ingly near the peak of their cycle. 

Of unusual interest was the capture of a Purple 
Gallinule at Charleston, W. Va. The bird was 
found and caught by Mrs. John Shields on April 
21. It was seen by many local bird students, and 
was subsequently released. The only previous def- 
inite record for this species in West Virginia was 
an individual killed in Lewis County in 1923. 
Clarke reported Sora Rails breeding at several 
marshes near State College. He also noted a 
Florida Gallinule on April 21. 


Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns.—Increase in number 
of artificial water impoundments is affecting shore- 
birds as well as waterfowl in the Appalachian Re- 
gion. Ringed Plovers at Dayton, Va. (Carpenter) 
on May 12 are unusual locally. Woodcock and 
Wilson’s Snipe, the former remaining to breed in 
fair numbers, appeared to be unusually common 
this spring. Two Greater Yellow-legs, seen by 
Steinle and Mrs. Arthur Cowell near State College 
on March 21, were very early. A Pectoral Sand- 
piper near Elizabethton, Tenn., on April 15 is the 
first Carter County record for this species. 

Herring, Bonaparte’s and Ring-billed Gulls were 
present in unusual numbers. Practically every ob- 
server noted these three species. Apparently Ring- 
billed Gulls are becoming more common in the 
region. As in past seasons in the Appalachians, 
Bonaparte’s Gulls were frequently seen long dis- 
tances from any body of water. They apparently 
make a traverse of the Alleghenies in this general 
territory. A Black Tern was seen on Watauga 
Lake, Tenn., on May 6, the second Carter County 
record. 


Cuckoos through Woodpeckers.—Cuckoos, rare 
in the spring and early summer of 1950, returned 
in normal numbers this season. Clark found only 
a few Short-eared Owls at State College, and there 
were no late winter and spring reports of Snowy 
Owls. A Chuck-will’s-widow on the campus of 


King College, Bristol, Tenn. (Russell), in late 
April is perhaps the most northern record for this 
species in that area. Common Nighthawks reached 
Morgantown on April 25, a phenomenally early 
date. Other observers in the region noted their 
early arrival. Whip-poor-wills, on the other hand, 
were generally much later than usual. Herndon 
noted an abnormal scarcity of all woodpeckers in 
eastern Tennessee. Pileated Woodpeckers were in 
greater than usual numbers in the Morgantown 
area. 

Flycatchers, Ravens, Wrens.—For the past sev- 
eral years the Least Flycatcher has been extending 
its breeding range to lower altitudes in West Vir- 
ginia. These birds are common this year in the 
Morgantown neighborhood, and are nesting at 
French Creek, where formerly they were unknown 
outside migration. A flock of 20 Eastern King- 
birds near Elizabethton (Herndon) on May 6 
was unusual. On March 23, Carpenter found a 
Raven’s nest with 3 young, in Rockingham Co., 
Va. Several observers have noted a scarcity of 
nuthatches of all species. At Huntington, W. Va., 
Edeburn noted the comparative abundance of 
Bewick’s Wrens, and a seemingly decreasing popu- 
lation of House Wrens. The latter species returned 
to breed this year at Knoxville, Tenn. (Howell). 
Murray found Carolina Wrens once more in nor- 
mal numbers after a low population of recent 
years. 


Bluebirds, Pipits, Waxwings.—There has been a 
noteworthy scarcity of Eastern Bluebirds all this 
season. On a hundred-mile drive through good 
Bluebird country in April, the writer noted only 
4 of these birds on wires and fences. Water Pipits 
appeared at Dayton, Va. (Carpenter), on March 
6, and remained until March 24, when about 40 
birds were present. A flock of 50 appeared at 
State College on March 11 (Mrs. Cowell), the 
earliest recorded date. Cedar Waxwings remained 
in the region throughout the winter, and have 
been in the Morgantown area constantly. 


Vireos, Warblers—A Philadelphia Vireo at 
Elizabethton (Herndon) on April 18 and 19 is 
the first spring record for Carter County. Swain- 
son’s Warblers were in usual numbers in central 
and southwestern West Virginia. This was another 
Tennessee Warbler year in northern West Vir- 
ginia, the bird being abundant from May 6 to 
May 23. Cape May Warblers and Bay-breasted 
Warblers were also more than normally common 
in mid-May. Yellow-throated Warblers were found 
for the first time in Carter Co., Tenn., in Septem- 
ber, 1950, and were again found in April and May 
of 1951. Miss Serena Dandridge writes of another 
sight record of Sutton’s Warbler in the Shepherds- 
town, W. Va., neighborhood. On May 6, a group 
of Charleston, W. Va., observers saw a Connec- 
ticut Warbler, rare in West Virginia in spring. 

William Wylie found Bobolinks more abundant 
than he had ever seen them in Belmont and Jef- 
ferson Counties, Ohio, in May. At Dayton, Va., 
a flock of 50 Evening Grosbeaks appeared on 
March 11. Murray noted Blue Grosbeaks holding 
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their own in the Lexington, Va., area. Dickcissels, 
first for the locality, were found by Carpenter on 
May 17 and 28 at Dayton, Va. Howell found 3 
singing Dickcissels near Knoxville on May 20, 
and reported another on June 12. There are no 
nesting records for this Tennessee neighborhood. 

A flock of about 200 Pine Siskins was studied 
by George Hall and Wayne Davis in May. The 
birds were in a hemlock forest near Aurora, 
W. Va. Other observers found Siskins in the Ap- 
palachian Region, John Handland and others 
noted a flock of 50 Red Crossbills in June on 
Gaudineer Knob, Cheat Mountains, W. Va. A 
Lark Sparrow was seen by the writer in Barbour 
County, W. Va., on May 10. White-crowned 
Sparrows in large numbers were in the Morgan- 
town area from May 3 to May 21. A Lincoln’s 
Sparrow near Elizabethton, Tenn., on May 6 was 
noteworthy.—MAURICE BROOKs, West Virginia 
University, Morgantown, W. Va. 





WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—After a 
severe winter with record-breaking snowfalls in 
much of the region, spring came late but quickly. 
In Minnesota 
the mean tem- 
perature for 
March was the 
coldest in 60 
years according 
to records of 
the Minneap- 
olis Weather 
Bureau,’ while 
at Detroit, 
Mich., it was the warmest March since 1946, with 
an average daily departure from normal of 
+3.50°. April temperatures in Minnesota were 
3.3° below normal and in Michigan there were 
13 consecutive days with below-normal tempera- 
tures. Minnesota had a snowfall of only 2.6 inches 
in April, but this brought the seasonal snowfall 
to an all-time record of 88.9 inches. May was un- 
usually warm throughout the entire region. At 
Detroit, Mich., the all-time high temperature rec- 
ord for May was broken, and in Minnesota tem- 
peratures averaged 4.2° above normal. 


Loons and Grebes—In Michigan, Common 
Loons were first seen in Oakland Co., on April 
4 (A. Madden). At Lake Gervais, St. Paul, Minn., 
200 Common Loons were seen on April 24 (AI- 
berta Smith). A juvenile Common Loon was seen 
at Minneapolis, Minn., on May 6 (W. J. Brecken- 
ridge). Pied-billed Grebes were recorded as early 
as March 4 near Battle Creek, Mich. (L. H. Wal- 
kinshaw). 

















Herons and Egrets.—The first spring record of 
the Little Blue Heron for Wisconsin was obtained 
on April 29 (J. H. Evans). An Am. Egret was 
seen unusually far north, for the spring season, at 
Hattie Lake, Cass Co., Minn., on May 24 (G. Bue, 
F. Lee and J. Zorichak). 
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Waterfowl.—-Migrating waterfowl lingered in 
southern Michigan due to late openings of lakes 
to the north, and thousands of Canada Geese re- 
mained in the Kalamazoo area through March 
and April (Gladys Hall). Near headquarters of 
the Seney National Wildlife Refuge in northern 
Michigan, a Siberian Red-breasted Goose, min- 
gling with Canada Geese, was observed on April 
18 (C. J. Henry). It was undoubtedly an escapee 
from a park or zoo. On Lake Erie, Monroe Co., 
Mich., 2000 Whistling Swans were seen on March 
23 (Ralph A. O'Reilly Jr.). In Minnesota, the 
earliest report for Whistling Swans was April 3 
at Red Wing, Goodhue Co. (John Novak), and 
the largest number was 500 at Prairie Island on 
April 13 (A. Smith). Biologists of the Minnesota 
Cons. Dept. found scattered Whistling Swans, 
Snow Geese and Blue Geese during an aerial cen- 
sus on May 22, 23 and 24; a Snow and a Blue in 
Roseau Co.; 4 Snows in Kittson Co.; 2 Whistling 
Swans in Mud Lake National Wildlife Refuge, 
Marshall Co., and 1 pair of Snows in Ottertail 
Co. (Bue, Lee, Zorichak). At Seney Refuge many 
surface-feeding ducks appeared the first week of 
April, and a good flight of diving ducks on April 
21 (Henry). A solitary male Old-squaw was ob- 
served at East Tawas, Iosco Co., Mich., as late as 
May 26 (Eugene Kenaga). 

Hawks.—There was a sporadic movement of 
hawks through the Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn., 
area the first week of April. On April 5 about 
10,000 hawks, mostly Red-tailed Hawks, were 
counted near Stillwater, Minn., and 1 Krider's 
Hawk was banded (Ross Olson). Some credence 
must be lent to 2 sight records of Swallow-tailed 
Kites at St. Paul, Minn., since a specimen was 
shot in southern Minnesota only two years ago. 
These observations were made by a reliable ob- 
server on March 18 and April 15 (Mrs. W. F. 
Vance). 

Cranes and Shorebirds—Sandhill Cranes ar- 
rived at Baker Sanctuary, Mich., on March 6 
(Walkinshaw). Due to high waters the shorebird 
migration was later than usual. A few unusual 
records were noted. At Kalamazoo, Mich., a Stilt 
Sandpiper was observed on May 17, Black-bellied 
Plover and Ruddy Turnstones were noted on May 
26 (Kenaga). A Black-necked Stilt, the first Wis- 
consin record since April, 1847, was collected on 
May 18, and is now in the collections of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. 


Terns.—At Detroit, Mich., Black and Common 
Terns arrived about 2 weeks later than the average 
arrival date for the past 5 years; 150 Common 
Terns were observed in Macomb Co. on May 5 
(O’Reilly), and Black Terns were observed on 
May 11 in Oakland Co. (Alice Kelley). 

Perching Birds——A\though scattered records of 
Horned Larks may occur all winter, a definite 
northward movement can usually be detected by 
an increase in their abundance. Such an increase 
was noted at Rice Co., Minn., on Feb. 18 (Rustad). 
At Seney Refuge in northern Michigan they were 
first noted on Feb. 27 (Henry). A Winter Wren 
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was seen at Northfield, Rice Co., Minn., as early 
as April 4 (Rustad) and one was seen near Min- 
neapolis, Minn., by many observers on April 22. 
An unusually early date for the Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher was April 28, at White Bear Lake, Ram- 
sey Co., Minn. (A. C. Rosenwinkel). Although 
Bohemian Waxwings were scarce last winter, they 
were reported several times during the spring 
months, mostly with flocks of Cedar Waxwings 
(Rosenwinkel, et al.). Because of the extremely 
mild weather of May, there were few weather 
factors to cause migration “waves,” and some ob- 
servers felt that they did not see as many species 
or individuals as in other years. Mr. Kenaga’s 
table presenting these facts cannot be reproduced, 
but in summary he stated, “My best day last year 
(May 27, 1950) included 127 species, whereas 
my best day this year (May 25, 1951) included 
106 species.” Fewer numbers of warblers were re- 
ported this year at both’ Midland and Detroit, 
Mich. Both places reported the Brewster’s type of 
hybrid between the Blue-winged and Golden- 
winged Warblers: at Midland a singing male with 
“all hybrid characters as shown in Peterson except 
no gold on side of breast,” on May 21 (Kenaga) 
and on May 30 in Oakland County another sing- 
ing male, “like the Brewster’s X Golden-wing cross 
described by Parkes in the March 1951 issue of 
the Wilson Bulletin” (O’Reilly). Warblers 
“trickled” through Minnesota also, most of them 
during the week of May 13 to 20. There was an- 
other movement of warblers, vireos, and fly- 
catchers on May 25 in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
region, when several species of warblers (Mourn- 
ing, Connecticut, Blackburnian) were noted which 
normally should have moved through about 2 
weeks earlier. There were several reports of late 
lingering crossbills: in the Detroit area, where 
their occurrence at any time is quite rare, they 
were reported 5 times from March 25 to mid-May 
(K. H. Sanderson); at Kalamazoo, Mich., they 
were last seen on May 10 (Hall). In Wisconsin, 
Red Crossbills were seen from April 4 to 10 
(Grace Martin) and in southern Minnesota Red 
Crossbills stayed as late as May 8. An unusual 
record was a positively identified Lark Bunting at 
Cannon Lake, Rice Co., Minn., seen on April 22 
(Rustad). It is rarely that this bird reaches even 
as far east as western Minnesota. A rare combina- 
tion of 3 Snow Buntings and an Upland Sand- 
piper was observed at Seney Wildlife Refuge on 
May 4 (Henry)—late for the Snow Buntings, early 
for the Sandpiper.—Harvey L. GUNDERSON, Min- 
nesota Museum of Natural History, Minneapolis. 


Corrigenda (continued) 

Substitute “Redhead” for “Ring-necked Duck” 
under Geneva, N. Y., page 65. 

Substitute “Black-backed Gull” for “Black- 
headed Gull” under Watkins Glen, N. Y., page 
70. 

Add “Arctic Woodpecker, 2 (Ont., Toronto)” 
at the bottom of column 1, page 187. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—One 
of the most severe winters in years departed slowly, 
and there was not much real spring until the end 
of April. Melt- 
ing snows and 
continuing rains 
brought the 
heaviest floods 
since 1870 to 
t | parts of the up- 
“e Zs | per Mississippi 

\ valley. Most 
/™'| early migrants 
1---«—--1| were slow in 
arriving, and 
the May travelers sped through rapidly with clear 
skies and equable temperatures. As a result, except 
for waterfowl in March, held back by the slow 
thaw in the North, and for shorebirds in April 
and May, attracted to unfamiliar locations by 
flooded fields, birds of almost every species were 
below their usual numbers, and one or another 
common species was unaccountably missing from 
the list of almost every observer. 

Loons and Grebes——A phenomenal number of 
Common Loons (30) was counted at Oaklandon 
Reservoir near Indianapolis on April 6 (Val 
Nolan). Red-throated Loons appeared again at 
the southern tip of Lake Michigan—4 in Porter 
County, Ind., on May 6 (Simon Segal, fide Richard 
Grow). Red-necked Grebes were seen at Oak- 
landon on March 24 (Nolan) and at the Indiana 
Dunes on April 5 (Grow). 

Pelicans —The White Pelican was seen by many 
people at St. Louis on May 6. 


Herons and Ibises—The Am. Egret continues 
to give promise of future increase and spread as 
a nesting bird in this region. It was seen near Chi- 
cago this spring and near Spencer in western In- 
diana, where it has not been known to nest; and 
it was reported in the usual numbers or more at 
the known nesting sites. Snowy Egrets (2) at 
Louisville on April 29 were unusual for a spring 
date. Yellow-crowned Night Herons appeared at 
two locations in Indiana where they have never 
been known to nest: near Brook in northwestern 
Indiana on May 3 (Russell Mumford) and 3 on 
May 19 in the Dunes (Grow). A Glossy Ibis 
(sp. ?) was found on May 6 at Horseshoe Lake 
near East St. Louis, Ill., by a group of observers 
(fide James Comfort). 


Swans, Geese, and Ducks.—Whistling Swans, 
possibly attracted by the lakes created by flood 
waters, were seen in flocks of 10 to 40 in 15 dif- 
ferent locations in Iowa (Thomas Morrissey). 
These birds are usually rather rare in migration 
except at favored locations on the Great Lakes. 
Blue and Snow Geese reached a peak of 150,000 
(95% Blues) on March 15 at Squaw Creek Ref- 
uge 100 miles north of Kansas City (Harold 
Hedges). 

Four Cinnamon Teal were seen in March and 
early April at various localities near Kansas City. 
An Old-squaw in flooded fields near Bowling 
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Green, Ky., was far out of place (Gordon Wil- 
son). Ruddy Ducks were considered below nor- 
mal on the Mississippi River and this is perhaps 
explained by the remarkable numbers found in 
western Lake Erie. One flock off Cedar Point near 
Sandusky was estimated to contain 20,000 birds 
on April 19 (Weier and Zuck, fide Louis Klewer). 
No observers here had ever before seen more 
than 700 at a time. At Parksville, Mo., near 
Kansas City, on March 4 a strange duck was found 
and identified as an Am. Golden-eye—Hooded 
Merganser hybrid (after Kortwright). It was 
found at the same location 30 days later and given 
the same identification by a separate observer 
(Hedges). 

Prairie Chicken—On a booming ground in the 
Jasper-Pulaski area of Indiana, 25 Greater Prairie 
Chickens were counted on April 13 (Nolan). Is 
there any other remnant population of these birds 
east of the Mississippi in this region? 

Cranes.—The maximum count of migrant Sand- 
hill Cranes at Jasper-Pulaski Refuge in Indiana 
was 734 on March 31 (Cecil Rowe). It is of in- 
terest to find that the Indiana Dunes may provide 
a resting point for some of these rare birds also. 
Near Baileytown 8 flocks, numbering from 8 to 
60 birds each, were seen between March 30 and 
April 22 (Grow and others). 

Rails —The time to look for Yellow Rails is 
in the latter half of April, according to evidence 
gathered by Milton Trautman at Put-in-Bay in 
western Lake Erie. Over a period of several years 
he has 5 records, 3 of dead birds that hit the Perry 
monument in the night, and all of these fall 
within a 9-day period. 

Shorebirds.—Flooded fields, particularly in the 
Mississippi valley, brought shorebirds in unpre- 
cedented numbers to some localities. Yet on the 
Great Lakes, where shorebirds reach their greatest 
abundance in dry years, there were fewer this 
spring than usual. One shorebird that pays little 
attention to bodies of water is the Golden Plover. 
In spring it is a bird of the plowed fields, and it 
returns year after year to certain favored areas. 
Western Indiana (Benton, White, Newton, and 
Jasper Counties) is one of these, and northwestern 
Ohio (Lucas, Wood, and Ottawa Counties) is an- 
other. In the latter on April 28, 2000 Golden 
Plover were counted in two flocks (Richard Phil- 
lips). Upland Sandpipers showed some evidence 
of a slow increase. In the Quincy, IIl., area they 
were more numerous than ever before (T. E. 
Musselman) and at Bloomington, Ind., 9 were 
present at the airport, possibly preparing to nest; 
here they have previously been regarded as just a 
rare migrant. Shorebird rarities were few: Hud- 
sonian Curlew on June 2 on the Lake Michigan 
beach in Porter County, Ind. (Grow); 21 Willets 
on May 3 at Springfield, Ill. (Virginia Eifert); 
and White-rumped Sandpipers, 2 at Indianapolis 
on May 24 (Nolan) and 1 on June 3 in LaPorte 
County (Mumford and James Cope). Along the 
Mississippi River the Common and Forster’s Terns 
both migrate regularly. However, Morrissey at 
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Davenport points out that observers may be helped 
in distinguishing them by the fact that the Fors- 
ter’s Terns normally arrive in the second or third 
week of April, while the Common Terns do not 
arrive usually until the middle of May. 

Cuckoos.——The cuckoos may show a greater 
willingness than most other birds to forsake a 
familiar area and adopt a new one where the 
food supply is abundant. At least, we are con- 
fronted with this circumstance: many observers 
reported cuckoos scarce or missing, and at the 
same time Mrs. Eifert at Springfield, Ill., describ- 
ing a cankerworm invasion, said that she never 
saw so many cuckoos of both species. 

Reduced Numbers of Phoebes, Hermit Thrushes, 
and Bluebirds——Al\though observers are not unan- 
imous about this matter, there is some evidence 
that three early spring migrants are considerably 
reduced in numbers this year—the Eastern Phoebe, 
Hermit Thrush, and Eastern Bluebird. We are led 
to speculate if this was a result of the severe win- 
ter in the Southern states or of the inhospitable 
weather of early April when the birds arrived in 
the North. The evidence is best in the case of the 
Bluebird. At Quincy, Ill., Musselman counted an 
average of 6.5 per day in 1951 as compared with 
26.1 per day over the same general area in 1950; 
and in one stretch of boxes where 48 nests were 
built in 1950, only 5 were built this year. Karl 
Bartel at Chicago had 3 pairs nesting this year as 
compared to 11 pairs last year. 

Goatsuckers through Nuthatches.— Western 
Kingbirds were seen at Webster Groves near St. 
Louis on May 17 (Jack Van Benthuysen) and on 
June 3 in LaPorte County, Ind. (Mumford and 
Cope). On May 23, 5 Chuck-will’s-widows were 
heard on one 5-mile stretch of road in the hill 
country of Harrison County, Ind. Here in southern 
Indiana the bird reaches the northern limit of its 
range. Am. Magpie on April 1 at Quincy was a 
rarity for this region. Red-breasted Nuthatches 
were absent in the spring as in the previous win- 
ter and fall. 


Warblers——In the northern part of this region 
there were few warblers before the first of May 
and the best flights occurred about May 10 and 
May 17, both in the middle of the week when not 
many observers were afield. The migration was 
rapid and by May 26 northbound migrants were 
hard to find, while ‘1 most years a few linger into 
June. A singing Swainson’s Warbler was found 
at Cove Valley in southern Illinois on April 29 
and was still present on May 15 (William Hardy 
and Richard Brewer). The Cape May and Bay- 
breasted Warblers are common in Ohio, but a 
Cape May on May 19 at Kansas City was the first 
there in 36 years (Ellen Schoen, fide Harold 
Hedges) and a Bay-breasted at Lake Quivera near 
Kansas City was the first specimen for Kansas 
(Harrison Tordoff). 

Blackbirds, Tanagers—The small colonies of 
Brewer’s and Yellow-headed Blackbirds near Chi- 
cago are still in existence, the eastern-most nesting 
locality in this region. A Summer Tanager on 
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May 5 at Put-in-Bay was one of the few in history 
for northern Ohio (Trautman). 


Finches and Sparrows.—A few scattered flocks 
of Red Crossbills lingered late into the spring: 
on March 4 at LaGrange, Mo. (Robert Painter 
fide Musselman); several flocks as late as April 
30 at Chicago; 30 on May 6 at Jasper-Pulaski in 
Indiana (Simon Segal fide Grow); 1 on April 10 
at Put-in-Bay (Trautman); and 1 on April 15 ai 
Athens, Ohio (Henri Seibert). 

Mumford, who heard the Pine-woods Sparrow 
singing in Parke County, Ind., on May 13, sug- 
gests that this bird may be fairly common in some 
unsearched localities of southern Indiana. The 
Clay-colored Sparrow, which nests abundantly in 
the jack pine country of northern Michigan is sel- 
dom seen in this region, through which it must 
pass in migration; single birds were found at 
Quincy on April 23 (Musselman) and on May 13 
at Spencer, Ind. (Nolan).—HAROLD MAYFIELD, 
2557 Portsmouth Avenue, Toledo 13, Ohio. 





CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—The mid- 
spring migration in the central Gulf States was a 
remarkable one. It owed its memorable quality 
not so much to 
unprecedented 
occurrences of 
single species as 
‘| to the combi- 
nation of fairly 
notable individ- 
ual records into 
strikingly no- 
table mass ef- 
fects. Of fur- 
ther interest was 
the interplay between these effects and the unusual 
series of cold fronts that swept over the region 
during the period. 


Heading the procession of events was the most 
spectacular record of all time of birds in migra- 
tion over the open Gulf. It involved small birds 
by the thousands, seen after dark in reflected light, 
flying in a north-northwesterly direction on favor- 
ing winds that had prevailed for the full 24 hours 
preceding. Complete details concerning this phe- 
nomenal flight are given in an account about to 
be published by Harvey R. Bullis, Jr., who wit- 
nessed it on the night of April 6 from the crow’s 
nest of a Fish and Wildlife Service exploratory 
fishing boat operating about 60 miles offshore 
from Morgan City, La. His precise reporting of 
surrounding circumstances permits a closer inte- 
gration with the broad meteorological pattern than 
has ever been possible before in presumptive cases 
of trans-Gulf migration. On the morning of April 
6, a cold air mass that had remained poised in the 
Texas Panhandle for two days began to move 
southward. It did not reach the coast until about 
midnight, when the dramatic events observed by 
Bullis had already been under way for nearly 
three hours. It had served, therefore, neither to 




















blow the birds involved from the adjacent main- 
land nor to concentrate the numbers of trans-Gulf 
migrants by imposing a barrier to their northward 
progress. The approach of this front was, however, 
associated with the presence of a low pressure area 
in the central northern Gulf. Telescopic observa- 
tions of night migration have strongly suggested 
that the main trans-Gulf flights from Yucatan are 
ordinarily directed toward the western half of the 
northern Gulf, following the movement of the air 
currents around the “high” that usually exists near 
the center of the Gulf at this season. It seems rea- 
sonable to suppose that with the shift of this area 
of high pressure, the bulk of this over-water mi- 
gration may have been deflected eastward to an 
unusual degree. 


When the cold front of April 6 reached the 
coast of northern Texas, its southward progress 
was halted, but it then began to move due east- 
ward on a nearly vertical front and with great 
rapidity. By midnight of the day following, it had 
traversed the Central Southern Region from end 
to end. Meanwhile, in spite of the great volume 
of the migration offshore, little effect was noted on 
the Louisiana mainland. On April 8, at City Park, 
New Orleans, about 50 miles from the coast, 
H. B. Chase, Jr., found an above-average concen- 
tration of transient migrants, including the 
Golden-winged, Tennessee, Magnolia, and Black- 
burnian Warblers; and at Baton Rouge, still farther 
inland, Lowery noted single Blue-winged and 
Worm-eating Warblers, and a small flight of 
Baltimore Orioles. But, as is usually the case, no 
ornithologists in Louisiana were present that week 
on or near the coast, where experience has shown 
that the only iarge-scale visible precipitations of 
transients in the central Gulf coast region may be 
expected to occur. Because of the vast marsh- 
lands in southern Lousiana, only a few suitable 
localities on the shores of the Gulf can be reached 
by automobile, and then only by circuitous routes. 
For this reason, coastal coverage is sporadic, and 
time and again, as in the present instance, waves 
of transients must occur that leave no record of 
their passing. In Texas to the west and in main- 
land Florida to the east, where coastal points are 
under more or less constant surveillance by resi- 
dent ornithologists, the proportion of transient 
migrants that are detected is undoubtedly much 
higher. This supposition was borne out by results 
at Pensacola, where the cold front produced a 
major precipitation of birds. The flight was a med- 
ley of species that winter or occur as common 
migrants in eastern Mexico and species that do 
not, its mixed character being reflected by the 
contrasting ranges of two species added to the all- 
time Pensacola list on April 8: the Eastern Glossy 
Ibis (Weston) and the Sprague’s Pipit (Weston 
and M. C. Farrar). Other observations by Weston, 
Farrar, and Miss Pate on April 7-8 include the 
first spring record of the Lark Sparrow at Pensa- 
cola and records of no less than 6 other species 
very rare there in spring: the Worm-eating, Blue- 
winged, Blackburnian, Bay-breasted, and Chestnut- 
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sided Warblers and the Painted Bunting. None of 
the species making up the flight were earlier than 
ever before, but the following commoner tran- 
sients were markedly in advance of the long-time 
averages for the vicinity: Olive-backed Thrush, 
Veery, and Scarlet Tanager on April 7, and Mag- 
nolia Warbler on April 8. 

In the period April 9-11, hard on the heels of 
the big wave, two fronts moved down out of the 
north across the Gulf states in quick succession 
without resulting in any notable precipitations of 
birds. If there was any temptation to see in these 
facts the necessity of a western origin for fronts 
producing records of birds, it was rapidly dispelled 
by a fourth and a fifth front that swept out of the 
west and northwest on April 11-12 and April 
15-17 respectively, moving across the Central 
Southern Region but similarly failing to generate 
noticeable waves of migrants. The second big 
precipitation of birds that month at Pensacola did 
not occur until April 19, three days after the last 
previous front had passed and while the next ap- 
proaching front was just entering northwestern 
Alabama. The April 19 flight was less spectacular 
than the earlier one, though it produced some ad- 
ditional rarities at Pensacola, notably the Golden- 
winged and Cerulean Warblers. 

Up until this time the visible migration in the 
northern part of the region had been mediocre. In 
spite of M. G. Vaiden’s splendid day-to-day cov- 
erage of the area about Rosedale, Miss., 400 miles 
inland from the Gulf, he detected no after-effect 
whatever of the great flight of April 6-8 on the 
coast. But on April 21, 2 days after the second, 
and less notable, wave of transients at Pensacola, 
the migration at Rosedale began to improve; and 
the ensuing week, which was one of cloudy and 
windy weather with two big rains, was to bring 
one of the best migrations in years. On April 29, 
Mr. and Mrs. Vaiden estimated that they saw over 
1000 Tennessee and 500 Black-poll Warblers, 500 
‘Indigo Buntings, 500 Red-eyed and Warbling 
Vireos, 100 Yellow-throated Vireos, 300 Orchard 
Orioles, 100 Wood Thrushes, and scores each of 
many other migrant species. The concentrations 
diminished steadily after April 30, even in the 
face of the fact that a third great wave of migrants 
struck the coast a week later. This wave was asso- 
ciated with a cold-front storm of peculiar charac- 
ter that moved southward through the eastern Gulf 
states while its western edge lay stationary over 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Colorado. The 
moving eastern edge reached the coast on May 6 
and brought Pensacola a fine flight, reported by 
L. E. Goodnight and Mrs. J. F. Wernicke, who 
listed the first Tennessee Warblers and Bobolinks 
of the season there, as well as a great abundance 
of Wood and Olive-backed Thrushes, Veeries, 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos, Red-eyed Vireos, and Scar- 
let Tanagers. As it reached the coast, the eastern 
end of the cold air mass became stationary and 
the western end now swung down abruptly across 
Texas so that a continuous straight-line front 
stretched from southern Texas to South Carolina. 
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On the evening of May 7, 12 hours after the front 
had passed Rockport and over 24 hours after the 
avian precipitations at Pensacola, the south Texas 
coast was inundated with the most spectacular 
wave of migrants in Mrs. Connie Hagar’s 19 years 
of experience there. 


The most consistent general feature of the mi- 
gration was its lateness. Only 10 records were re- 
ceived with annotations indicating earliness in any 
degree, and only one of these represented a bird 
that was earlier than ever before, even on a local 
basis. In contrast, some 70 records were designated 
as being late in their respective localities. The 
latter ranged from a bit later than usual to very 
late and represented both arrivals and departures, 
with late arrivals predominating. 


Grebes through Ibises—A Horned Grebe, in 
full nuptial plumage and apparently not a cripple, 
was seen at Pensacola on April 22 (Weston), over 
a month later than the species has ever been 
known to occur in Louisiana in spring. At the 
borrow pits just north of the Mississippi River 
bridge at Baton Rouge, broods of 5 and 6 young 
Pied-billed Grebes were observed on May 26 
(Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Moore); the only previous 
definite breeding record for the species in Louis- 
iana is that of a single young bird reported over 
a decade ago. A Sooty Shearwater at Pensacola 
on April 22 (Weston) is the first ever seen there 
in spring, although there are 2 winter records. 
The Louisiana Heron, an uncommon migrant at 
that locality, arrived there later than normally 
on April 1 (Weston), but appeared in the Baton 
Rouge area earlier than ever before, a single in- 
dividual being noted on April 29 at the borrow 
pits along the Mississippi, 30 miles north of the 
city (Moores). The only White-faced Ibises ever to 
be reported from the Shreveport area were ob- 
served by H. H. Jeter near Curtis, La., April 29 to 
May 26, in numbers of 1 to 3. 





Waterfowl—A number of species of waterfowl 
remained at various localities as late as, or later 
than, ever before: in the vicinity of St. Charles, 
Ark., Snow and Blue Geese until May 11 (P. J. 
Van Huizen); near Curtis, La., Mallards until May 
27, Pintail until May 13, and Shoveller until May 6 
(Jeter); at City Park Lake, Baton Rouge, Gadwall 
until April 23 (H. Stern) and Shoveller until April 
16 (B. E. Gandy); at False River, La., Blue-winged 
Teal until May 27 (Moores); and at Cross Lake, 
La., Canvas-back until April 8 (Jeter). Other note- 
worthy occurrences of ducks were: an Old-squaw 
on the Watauga River near Elizabethton, Tenn., on 
April 15 (Mrs. E. M. West); and a female Hooded 
Merganser with 7 ducklings, between Boyce and 
Zimmerman, La., on April 16 (R. D. Moody). 


Shorebirds and Gulls.—A single Black-bellied 
Plover found in full breeding plumage at Baton 
Rouge on May 26 (Moores) is the first to be 
reported at that locality in spring. The only de- 
parture dates this spring commented on by the 
observer as in any way early were those of two 
shorebirds at Pensacola, reported by Weston: 


Wilson’s Snipe on April 8 and Spotted Sandpiper 
on May 13. In contrast, the Upland Sandpiper, 
previously unknown in Louisiana after April 26, 
was present at Grand Isle on May 5 (Chase) 
and near Curtis and Benton on May 6 (Jeter); 
and the Pectoral Sandpiper was seen at Baton 
Rouge on April 14, 4 days later than ever before 
(Moores). An exceptionally fine series of shore- 
bird records secured in northwestern Louisiana 
by Jeter, A. Daigre, and D. Hamilton included: 
White-rumped Sandpipers in numbers from 1 to 
20, noted 1.5 miles north of Bossier City, May 5 
to 26; Dowitchers in numbers of 1 to 20, with 
notes of both the Eastern and Long-billed forms, 
up until May 13, when one individual was seen 
near Curtis; 2 Stilt Sandpipers near Bossier City, 
April 8 and 14, the only records from the Shreve- 
port area; a Hudsonian Godwit at the same lo- 
cality, May 12 to 24, the first Louisiana record 
in 56 years; and 1 to 6 Wilson’s Phalaropes near 
Curtis, May 5-13. The last-named species was also 
noted in a rice paddy in the Stuttgart, Ark., area 
on May 10 (B. Meanley). An immature Ring- 
billed Gull at Capitol Lake on April 8 (Moores) 
exceeded the previous latest spring date for the 
Baton Rouge area by 3 days. 


Cuckoos through Thrushes——The following oc- 
currences were late for the localities stated: the ar- 
rival of the Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Pensacola, 
April 15 (Weston); the discovery of a Black-billed 
Cuckoo dead along the road in the Stuttgart area 
in Arkansas, May 28 (Meanley), and the presence 
of others at Rosedale, Miss., on the same daie 
(Vaiden); the arrival of the Chuck-will’s-widow 
at El Dorado, Ark., on April 22 (A. J. Hoiberg) 
and of the Common Nighthawk at Pensacola, 
April 19 (Mrs. Wernicke); the appearance of the 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird at Pensacola, April 
2 (Mrs. Wernicke), and at El Dorado, Ark., April 
14 (Hoiberg); the arrival of the Barn Swallow at 
Pensacola on April 19 (Weston) and the capture 
of a specimen (which may, however, have been 
the island breeding race, insularis) on May 21 on 
a fishing boat 30 miles offshore; the late departure 
of the Winter Wren from El Dorado, Ark., March 
31 (Hoiberg) and of the Bewick’s Wren from 
Bains, La., on March 29 (J. H. Bruns). Breeding 
activities of the Mockingbird, however, began very 
early at Pensacola, a pair having been seen laying 
the first sticks of a nest foundation on March 10 
(Weston). Summering Am. Robins were more 
plentiful than ever before at Jackson, Miss., where 
5 nests were located within a small area in the 
heart of town on June 11 (Mrs. Davidson); and 
the first actual discovery of a nest of the species 
at Baton Rouge was made at Roselawn Cemetery 
on May 8 (L. Glasgow). In spite of its early ar- 
rival at Jackson, Miss., noted in the last report, 
the Wood Thrush did not appear at Century, Fia., 
until April 5 (Mrs. Whigham), at Baton Rouge 
until April 12, fully 2 weeks behind schedule 
(Lowery), nor at El Dorado until April 15, the 
date the Hermit Thrush departed (Hoiberg). The 
Gray-checked Thrush, rarely recorded in the Pen- 


sacola area, was seen there as early as April 23 
(Miss Pate) and as late as May 13 (Weston). 


Vireos and Warblers.—Bell’s Vireo was seen 
near Curtis, La., on April 28, the earliest that it 
has ever been recorded in Louisiana (Jeter); and 
the discovery of a nest with 1 egg on May 13 
suggests that the species may have been present 
several days before it was detected. A Solitary 
Vireo at Cross Lake, La., on May 5 exceeds by 
a day the all-time spring departure date from the 
State. The first Swainson’s Warbler of the season 
appeared at Baton Rouge on April 16, two weeks 
late (Lowery); and a long list of warblers lingered 
at various localities well past schedule: Myrtle 
Warbler, May 5, at Grande Isle, La. (Chase), at 
5 miles north of Jackson, La. (Moores), and at 
Cross Lake, La. (Jeter); Black-throated Green 
Warbler, May 19, at St. Joseph Point, Fla. (H. M. 
Stevenson), and, May 24, at Shreveport, La. 
(Jeter); Blackburnian ‘Warbler, May 6 at Pensa- 
cola (6 birds, more than ever seen there before 
in one day—Goodnight and Wernicke), and May 
12 at Bains, La. (Bruns); Black-poll Warbler, May 
12 near Curtis, La. (1st record ever in the Shreve- 
port area—Jeter and Hamilton), and May 19 at 
St. Joseph Point, Fla. (H. M. Stevenson); Oven- 
bird, May 12 at Pensacola (Miss Pate); and Am. 
Redstart, May 13 at the same locality (Weston). 


Icterids through Sparrows.—Although Weston 
describes the Bobolink as a regular but rare spring 
migrant at Pensacola and comments on the earli- 
ness of its arrival this year, on May 6, coinci- 
dental with the general precipitation of transients 
on that date, the species had already reached a 
point far inland, in northeastern Alabama, on 
April 29, when Mrs. S. L. Worley saw 50 indi- 
viduals at Scottsboro. Received too late for inclu- 
sion in the last report is a record of an immature 
male Baltimore Oriole that appeared at a feeding 
table at Monroe, La., on Feb. 2 and which re- 
mained at least until April 15, during which time 
it molted into full adult plumage (Mrs. V. S. Gar- 
nett). The Summer Tanager arrived at Pensacola 
on April 1, a few days later than usual (Weston), 
and at El Dorado, Ark., on April 17, a week late 
(Hoilberg). The presence at Century, Fla., of the 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak on May 14, the Purple 
Finch on April 27, and the Am. Goldfinch on 
May 3 (Mrs. Whigham) are all records of late 
occurrence, the last exceeding all previous depar- 
ture dates for the species. Jeter observed a Gam- 
bel’s White-crowned Sparrow 8 miles north of 
Shreveport on May 12 under the conditions that 
permitted positive identification. This is the sec- 
ond State record for this subspecies, the first being 
an unpublished record of an individual seen by 
Newman at Cameron on Jan. 1, 1949.—GEORGE 
H. Lowery, Jr., and RoBert J. NEWMAN, Mu- 
seum of Zoology, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
southern part of the region had much cold weather 
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with frequent periods of high winds and in most 
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places, less moisture than usual. The Prairie 
Provinces and northeastern Montana experienced 
a severe blizzard during mid-April. North Dakota 
had a number of warm days in April and May as 
well as the usual periods of cold, windy weather. 
Large waves of migrants were not observed as last 
spring when the unseasonable weather persisted 
well into May. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Bitterns——Eared Grebes were 
first recorded at Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., 
on April 28. The concentration was smaller than 
usual (Leon Snyder). Western Grebes arrived 
there on May 13, a week later than in 1950, and 
the population was below average. There was 
also a sharp decline in Western Grebes at Upper 
Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak. (Fred Cunning- 
ham), and at Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. 
(Claude Alexander). One thousand to 1200 were 
recorded at Medicine Lake Refuge, Medicine 
Lake, Mont., as compared with 1500 for the same 
period in 1950 (Gene Crawford). An increase in 
Pied-billed Grebes was noted near Bismarck, N. 
Dak., where they were first recorded on April 22 
(Robert Randall). Only 50 White Pelicans were 
seen on Long Lake Refuge, Moffit, N. Dak., in 
contrast to the 500 or more observed there last 
year (Homer Bradley). Waubay Refuge, Waubay, 
S. Dak., reported 950 on April 28 (Lee Arnold), 
and LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., had 500 
on the same date (Kenneth Krumm). The total 
number seen at Upper Souris Refuge was 1600, 
the largest number ever recorded there (FC). An 
unusual number of Am. Bitterns was observed 
near Sioux Falls, S. Dak. (J. S. Findley). 

Waterfowl.—The peak concentration of Whist- 
ling Swans on Lower Souris Refuge consisted of 
700 birds (Howard S. Huenecke). The peak 
Goose population on Sand Lake Refuge, Colum- 
bia, S. Dak., occurred on April 13 when 248,000 
were recorded. Of this number 63.5% were Blue 
Geese and 34.6% were Snows (Clair Rollings). 
Arrowwood Refuge, Kensal, N. Dak., reported 
3550 geese on April 12, most of which were Snow 
and Blue Geese (Nelius Nelson), and Lower 
Souris had flocks of from 5000 to 8000 near the 
refuge from April 22 to 28 (HH). The migra- 
tion of Snow Geese near Botha, Alta., was lighter 
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than usual (R. Stiller) but was good at Beaver- 
hill’s Lake near Edmonton, Alta., where they ar- 
rived in numbers on April 24 and remained until 
May 4. On that day “thousands” were seen over 
the city (Robert Lister). One male Wood Duck 
was found on Des Lacs Refuge on June 4 (Ray 
Glahn). 


Hawks through Cranes.—All buteos were scarce 
near Bismarck, N. Dak. (RR), and very few were 
recorded near Sioux Falls, S. Dak. (Dr. John 
Donahoe, J. S. Findley), or on LaCreek Refuge 
(KK). Red-tailed and Swainson’s Hawks were 
observed in normal numbers near Minot, N. Dak. 
(Stanley Saugstad), and near Botha, Alta. (RS). 
Swainson’s Hawks were uncommon at Long Lake 
Refuge in North Dakota (HB), and at Theodore 
Roosevelt National Memorial Park, Medora, N. 
Dak. (Allyn F. Hanks). Sparrow and Pigeon 
Hawks were scarce over most of the region. 
Sandhill Cranes were not observed in as large 
numbers and in some areas were recorded late. 


Shorebirds—There were fewer Shorebirds than 
usual at LaCreek Refuge (KK), and near Tower 
City, N. Dak. (Edgar Preston). The migration 
was also poor on Des Lacs Refuge and several 
species failed to arrive in the Bismarck, N. Dak., 
area (RR). In contrast, the usual numbers ap- 
peared on Medicine Lake Refuge, Medicine Lake, 
Mont. (GC); and there was a good flight at Lower 
Souris Refuge and Long Lake Refuge in North 
Dakota and at Edmonton, Alta. Edmonton was 
the only area reporting large flocks of Golden 
Plover. They were first seen on May 13 and 
were present in the “hundreds” in the plowed 
fields until May 20 (RL). Flocks of from 25 to 
75 were seen in western North Dakota, the last 
half of May.  Black-bellied Plover were noted 
throughout the region and of interest were the 3 
recorded at Medicine Lake Refuge on May 14, 
the first ever noted there (GC). Ruddy Turn- 
stones were seen in the following places: 7 at 
Waubay Refuge on April 22 (LA); 65 at Lower 
Souris on May 23 (Don Gray); 8 near Lower 
Souris on May 28 (Mrs. Margaret Nice, Con- 
stance Nice); 1 at Des Lacs on May 2 (CA). 
Tremendous flocks of Pectoral, Baird’s and Least 
Sandpipers appeared at Beaverhill’s Lake near 
Edmonton, Alta., on May 18 (RL). The largest 
number of Stilt Sandpipers was recorded at 
Lower Souris where 50 were seen on May 27 
(HH). Fifty Buff-breasted Sandpipers were 
counted on a _ burned-over stubble field near 
Botha, Alta., on May 24 and 25 (RS).  Buff- 
‘breasted Sandpipers were also recorded at 
Beaverhill’s Lake near Edmonton on May 18 
(RL). Marbled Godwits were seen in greater 
numbers at Melfort, Sask., than in many years 
(Judge L. T. McKim). MHudsonian Godwits 
were noted in the following places: Waubay 
Refuge, Waubay, S. Dak. (Hubert E. Egert); 
6 on Long Lake Refuge, Moffit, N. Dak. (HB); 
1 at Beaverhill’s Lake near Edmonton, Alta. 
(RL); 4 near Melfort, Sask., on May 17 (LM). 

Gulls and Terns.—There were a few scattered 


records of Herring and California Gulls in North 
Dakota. Ring-billed Gulls and Common Terns 
showed a large increase at Upper Souris Refuge, 
Foxholm, N. Dak. (FC). 


Owls.—Snowy Owls were observed repeatedly 
throughout the spring, the last observation re- 
corded being near Kenmare, N. Dak., on May 13 
(Dick Bird, R. T. Gammell). 


Woodpeckers through Thrushes——Red-shafted 
Flickers were common from April 21 through 
May 3 at LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. 
(KK). A few Red-headed Woodpeckers were 
seen at LaCreek and near Sioux Falls, S. Dak., 
during the latter part of May. The first date for 
Lewis’s Woodpecker was May 13 at Rapid City, 
S. Dak. (Harry Behrens). Catbirds were gen- 
erally late in arriving and most areas reported 
fewer individuals. There were no large waves 
of Olive-backed or Gray-cheeked Thrushes. <A 
Townsend’s Solitaire was seen on April 12 in 
Kenmare, N. Dak. (RTG). 


Vireos, Warblers—A Yellow-throated Vireo at 
Fargo, N. Dak., on May 21 (O. A. Stevens), 
and a solitary Vireo at Kenmare, N. Dak., on 
May 6 (RTG) were interesting observations. 
The warblers seemed to have gone through in 
small numbers with no large waves recorded. 
The migration extended from late April into 
June. 


Meadowlarks, Finches and Sparrows.—East- 
ern Meadowlarks, identified by song, were re- 
ported from western South Dakota by several 
observers (KK). The flight of Lazuli Buntings 
through Bismarck, N. Dak., was quite marked 
on May 21 (RR). Pine Siskins were unusually 
common the last part of May in Wilton, N. Dak. 
(Mrs. Hannah Gray), and in Kenmare. A flock 
of from 7 to 12 Red Crossbills was seen, June 10 
to 12, feeding in Am. Elms at Kenmare. Lark 
Buntings were abundant in the western part of 
the region. The sparrow migration was similar 
to the migration of other groups in being con- 
tinuous rather than in large waves. Fifty to 100 
Baird’s Sparrows were noted on Lower Souris 
Refuge, April 12 (RTG, HH). There were very 
few records of Fox Sparrows. Lincoln’s Spar- 
rows were observed in usual numbers in Ken- 
mare, and for the first time were heard singing. 
Song Sparrows were more plentiful than for 
many years in Sheho, Sask. (William Niven). 
Considerable numbers of McCown’s Longspurs 
were observed feeding along refuge roads on 
LaCreek Refuge during a snow storm on April 
20 (KK). Snow Buntings were last reported 
from Botha, Alta., on April 21 (RS).—RoBERT 
T. GAMMELL, and ANN M. GAMMELL, Ken- 
mare, N. Dak. 





SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—A 
cool, dry April retarded the growth of vegetation 
and delayed bird migration. May brought ade- 
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fons were seen at To- 
peka on May 8 (Carson). This species is rarely 
found on the Plains. Horned Grebes were un- 
usually common on reservoirs near Boulder and 
Fort Collins (Beidleman). A Western Grebe at 
Topeka was east of its normal range (Dittemore). 

Water-turkeys through Ibises—Two Anhingas 
seen on Lake Lugert near Altus, Okla. (Brum- 
mett), are the first record for southwestern Okla- 
homa. Spring records of American and Snowy 
Egrets and Little Blue Herons were made in a 
number of localities north to Lincoln, Nebr. 
(Baumgarten), indicating a pronounced spring 
movement north beyond the nesting range. At 
Altus a Bittern of the Cory’s color phase was seen 
on May 11 and about May 20 (Brummett). 
These are the first records of this color form in 
Oklahoma. White-faced Ibises were seen at 
Altus on 2 dates (Brummett); at the Wichita 
Wildlife Refuge (Greenwalt and the Dunbars); 
and on 2 dates at Fort Worth (Hoskins, McCart 
and Wilson). This species had not been seen 
before at Altus and this was the first spring rec- 
ord at Fort Worth. 

Geese and Ducks.—The flight of Canada Geese 
caused little comment but Snow and Blue Geese 
were unusually plentiful in a number of localities. 
White-fronted Geese were seen twice at Tulsa 
where this species seldom stops (Tulsa Aud. Soc.). 
The duck migration was generally very late as 
illustrated by spring departures 2 to 3 weeks later 
than in any previous year at Fort Worth (McCart 
and Wilson). Ducks were scarce at Fort Collins 
(Beidleman) but were unusually plentiful on 
reservoirs near Colorado Springs (Wagner). Dis- 
tribution records of significance include Cinnamon 
Teal at Lincoln (Pritchard), Olathe, Kans. 
(Wackly) and Okemah, Okla. (Hutcherson). A 
Wood Duck was seen at Lincoln (Baumgarten). 
The Greater Scaup was seen at Altus (Brummett) 
and the Old-squaw at Topeka (Carson). 

Hawks.—The migration was rather disappoint- 
ing with no large flights reported. Turkey and 
Black Vultures were very scarce at Fort Worth 
(Wilson and McCart). Peregrine Falcon records 
were more frequent than usual at Topeka (Car- 
son). The Prairie Falcon was seen at Altus and 
for the second time at Fort Worth (Wilson). 

Grouse through Rails —Greater Prairie Chickens 
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were unusually common at Baldwin, Kans. 
(Boyd), and in north central Oklahoma (A. D. 
Aldrich). Bob-white wintered well in Oklahoma 
and the breeding population was above average 
(Okla. Game and Fish Dept.). Sandhill Cranes 
were seen more frequently and over a longer 
period of time than usual at Alva, Okla. (Nighs- 
wonger). The King Rail was recorded for the 
first time in spring at Fort Worth (McCart and 
Wilson). The Virginia Rail was seen at Topeka 
(Nelson), and for the first time at Altus (Brum- 
mett). A Florida Gallinule at Ada, Okla., adds 
a new locality record (Baumgartners). 

Plovers and Sandpipers—This was another big 
shorebird season in many localities due to the ex- 
posed shoreline and mud flats in April and ex- 
tensive rain water pools in May. Migration was 
late and erratic for most species. The Snowy 
Plover was seen for the first time at Stillwater 
(Baumgartner), and at Tulsa (Reynolds and 
Smith). Piping Plover at Stillwater were the third 
record in the State (Baumgartner). Wilson's 
Snipe was seen only once at Fort Collins (Beidle- 
man); was scarce at Lincoln (Baumgartner); but 


was unusually common at Commerce, Tex. 
(O’Neil). Elsewhere numbers seemed to be nor- 
mal. The Hudsonian Curlew were seen at Still- 


water (Okla. Orn. Soc.) where this species has 
not been recorded for 10 years. This species was 
seen for the second time at Fort Worth (Huff- 
man). At Fort Worth many of the common 
sandpipers arrived nearly a month early and 
stayed 1 to 3 weeks later than usual (McCart and 
Wilson). Two Willets at Fort Worth on May 28 
were the first ever reported in that locality (Wil- 
son). Red-backed Sandpipers at Lincoln (Baum- 
garten), and at Oklahoma City (Long) add to 
the limited number of records for the Plains. 
Marbled Godwits were seen at Lincoln (Baum- 
garten); Topeka (Carson); Oklahoma City 
(Auchincloss Bird Club); and Altus (Brummett). 
This species is rare in the eastern and central 
portions of the region. Hudsonian Godwits ap- 
parently migrated through the region in much 
greater numbers than usual. They were recorded 
at Lincoln (Baumgarten); Topeka (Hedges, 
Nuss); Wagoner, Okla. (Norman); Tulsa (Tulsa 
Aud. Soc.); Okemah (Morris); Oklahoma City 
(Griffing, Long and Frates); Salt Plains Refuge 
(Tulsa Aud. Soc., Fromholz and Helema); and 
Altus (Brummett). Sanderling on 2 dates repre- 
sent the first spring records at Commerce (O’Neil). 


Avocets and Stilts—Am. Avocets were seen for 
the first time at Fort Worth (Hoskins, McCart and 
Wilson). This species was also found at Topeka 
(Nuss), and Oklahoma City (Auchincloss Bird 
Club). For the first time in spring Wilson’s 
Phalarope was found at Commerce (O’Neil), and 
at Fort Worth (Wilson). A Northern Phalarope 
was seen at Lincoln (Pritchard). 

Flycatchers—Cassin’s Kingbird was seen at 
Altus, a new locality record (Brummett). East- 
ern Wood Pewees were seen at Brule, Nebr., the 
first record in 3 years (Benckeser). At Topeka 
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this species arrived on May 11, the earliest rec- 
ord in a number of years (Carson). Two Yellow- 
bellied Flycatchers at Fort Worth were the first 
ever recorded in spring (Wilson). Olive-sided 
Flycatchers, which are rare in the Region, were 
seen at Valmont, Colo. (Beidleman); at Fort 
Gibson Res. (Norman), and at Commerce 
(O'Neil). A Vermilion Flycatcher in the North 
Canadian River bottom near Okemah is the sec- 
ond record of this species in Oklahoma (Morris). 

Swallows through Wrens—Thousands of Bank 
Swallows were seen at the Salt Plains Refuge on 
May 8 (Van den Akker). Purple Martins were 
seen near Julesburg, Colo., west of their normal 
range (Beidleman). Blue Jays continue to in- 
crease at Fort Collins (Beidleman). A Scrub Jay 
was seen north of its usual range in the same 
locality. At Guymon, Okla., this species was re- 
corded for the first time (Hilty, Baumgartners). 

Thrushes.—The Veery was reported at Beatrice, 
Nebr. (the Kassings), and at Tulsa (Letsons, 
Criswell and Newell). This species is rare in the 
Region. Apparently most of the Mountain Blue- 
birds left the Plains before April 1. One pair 
remained in their winter home near Norman, 
Okla., where they were found building a nest on 
April 21 (Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Cooksey). This 
is the first report of a nest in Oklahoma, east 9f 
the northwest corner of the Panhandle. 


Vireos and Warblers—tThe Philadelphia Vireo 
was seen at Fort Gibson Res. (Norman and the 
Martins). This is the second record of this spe- 
cies in Oklahoma. In general the warbler mi- 
gration was erratic and very late. For example, 
the peak of the flight at Fort Worth occurred 
from May 16 to 18 (McCart and Wilson), and 
warblers were common at Fort Gibson and Spa- 
vinaw until the end of May (Norman). Some 
localities reported few warblers but other ob- 
servers recorded more species and individuals than 
ever before. Working chiefly at Fort Gibson and 
Spavinaw Lake the unprecedented list of 29 species 
in Oklahoma, was obtained (Norman). Space 
does not permit the listing of all the unusual 
distribution record: The Prothonotary Warbler 
was seen for the first time at Newton, Kans. 
(Platt); the first spring record was made at Fort 
Worth (Wilson). The Blue-winged was seen at 
Spavinaw Lake (Norman); at Commerce 
(O’Neil); on 9 dates at Fort Worth (McCart and 
Wilson). In all three localities this species has 
been seen rarely prior to this spring. The second 
record (first for the spring) of Bachman’s Warbler 
at Fort Worth was made (Wilson). Nashville 
Warbler was found at Valmont where it is a rare 
straggler (Beidleman). The Cerulean Warbler 
was first recorded in the spring at Fort Worth 
(McCart and Wilson); at Commerce for the first 
time since 1945 (O'Neil). The Cape May 
Warbler was seen at Altus, the first record in 
southwestern Oklahoma (Brummett). The Black- 
burnian was seen for the first time at Fort Gibson 
(Norman), and seen for the first time in the 
spring at Fort Worth (Wilson). The Chestnut- 


sided Warbler, another straggler on the Plains, 
was reported at Tulsa (Newell), and at Fort 
Worth (McCart and Wilson). The Bay-breasted 
was noted for the first time at Fort Gibson (Nor- 
man); Oklahoma City (Griffing, Savage and Rob- 
ertson); and Altus (Brummett). At Fort Worth 
this species was seen for the first spring record 
(McCart and Wilson). Oven-birds were rather 
common at Fort Worth where the species had 
been recorded only once before in the fall (Mc- 
Cart and Wilson). The Western Palm was seen 
for the first time in spring at Fort Worth (Wil- 
son). The Northern Water-thrush was seen at 
Valmont (Beidleman); Spavinaw Lake (Norman); 
and at Commerce (O’Neil). This species is very 
rare in all three localities. The Canada Warbler 
was seen at Fort Gibson, a new locality record 
(Norman). 

Grosbeaks and Finches.—A Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak was seen at Midland, Tex., west of its 
normal range (John and Margret Galley). Blue 
Grosbeaks were seen at Fort Collins where the 
species is a rare straggler (Beidleman). Evening 
Grosbeaks were seen at Lawton, Okla. (Frates). 
and at Guymon (Baumgartners and Hilty). Large 
numbers were observed at Fort Collins in May 
suggesting that this species remained late in the 
South (Beidleman). A wave of Pine Siskins 
appeared in most localities in May. Apparently 
this species also moved more extensively than 
usual last winter. Red-eyed Towhees at Altus 
are the first record in southwestern Oklahoma 
(Brummett). Harris’s Sparrow was seen at Clay- 
ton, N. Mex., west of its regular range (Krehbiel). 
—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Okla. A. and M. College, 
Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—Late February and 
early March were warm. The last freeze of the 
season came on March 13, and was followed by 
a month of gener- 
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27, and general 
rains, May 2-8. The cool weather of most of March 
and early April had the effect of delaying depar- 
tures of wintering birds; but transients and sum- 
mer visitors arrived about as usual, or perhaps a 
little later. The dry, warm weather of late April 
(at the height of the migration season) allowed mi- 
grants to pass without stopping. A slight overcast 
and a trace of rain on April 21 stopped migrating 
birds, and a single party saw 165 species on that 
day without exerting itself. May 8 was another 
good period for observation. But otherwise the sea- 
son was somewhat disappointing to bird observers. 


Loons through Spoonbills—A week of very 
warm dry weather ended with slight showers on 
the coast on April 28. On that date the last Com- 
mon Loon was noted (Cove), Frigate-birds pene- 
trated Galveston Bay to Cove, and Least Grebes 
were seen at Rockport. Green Herons arrived on 
March 29, a little early, when the weather was 
unusually warm for two days (85°). Least Bit- 
terns were seen unusually early in the cold weather 
of March 15 on Galveston Bay, but were not seen 
again till April 15. White-faced and White Ibises 
were very numerous at all coastal localities; the 
latter arrived at Galveston on March 2. Roseate 
Spoonbills were apparently late all along the coast 
—Rockport, March 27, Galveston Bay area, 
April 1. 

Geese.—Usually all geese but a few stragglers 
are gone from the region by late March. But on 
March 23, in the midst of a warm, dry period, 
about 5000 Canada, Blue, and Snow Geese assem- 
bled at La Ward (60 miles northeast of Aransas 
Refuge), apparently waiting for something. Then 
on March 25-27 heavy rains came, and the birds 
began disappearing rapidly thereafter. But thou- 
sands stopped over at Cove till mid-April; last 
dates there were as follows: Canada Goose, April 
23; White-fronted Goose, April 30; Snow and 
Blue Geese, May 17. 

Ducks.—The diving ducks made an extremely 
poor showing as to species, with none reported 
at Cove for the entire spring, only a few Lesser 
Scaup at Galveston, and Lesser Scaup and Red- 
head at Rockport. Many thousands of these two 
species remained at Rockport throughout May. 

Departures for other ducks were as follows: 
Red-breasted Mergansers, April 10; Black Ducks 
(more common than usual this year), April 15; 
Green-winged Teals, April 22; Gadwall, Pintail. 
and Shoveller, May 12; Mallard, May 26; Blue- 
winged Teal, May 30 or later. 

The Blue-winged Teal, which wintered in the 
Rockport area, arrived in the Galveston Bay area 
on March 2; Fulvous Tree Ducks arrived at Rock- 
port on April 1, and in the Galveston Bay area 
on April 15. 


Hawks.—No great hawk migrations were noted. 
Only a few Broad-wings were seen, March 29 to 
April 16; only 5 Swainson’s Hawks were reported 
for the spring (sometimes thousands are seen). 
Accipiters were scarce; the last Red-tail and last 
Pigeon Hawk were seen April 22; Rough-legged 
Hawk at Rockport, April 1, was late; Sparrow 
Hawks remained till April 8, and Peregrine Fal- 
cons till May 11. Ospreys were reported from 
March 25 to May 12. All these dates are about 
normal. A Swallow-tailed Kite was at Rockport, 
April 11. 

Rails to Shorebirds.—Virginia Rails (never very 
common in the region) were seen in the Galves- 
ton Bay region, April 13 and April 15. Purple 
Gallinules have not been common for some years; 
this year they arrived remarkably early, March 
26 at Cove. Coots remained in the Galveston Bay 
region till June 2. Wilson’s Plovers arrived at Gal- 
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veston somewhat early (March 11) and at Rock- 
port a week later. Mountain Plovers arrived at 
Rockport on March 22, Golden Plovers on March 
16. Golden Plovers were first noted at Galveston, 
March 18, all in winter plumage; but they re- 
mained there molting into breeding plumage until 
May 20 (10 days later than ever before). The 
prize find among the shorebirds was a Surf-bird, 
seen at Port Aransas (near Rockport), from April 
1 to 12, by Frank Watson, and later by Mrs. 
Hagar and others. This is the first record of the 
bird for Texas and, so far as we know, for the 
entire Gulf Coast. Mr. Watson is very familiar 
with the species on the West Coast, and all ob- 
servers had ample time and opportunity to ob- 
serve it for nearly two weeks. Hudsonian Curlews 
were common throughout the spring from March 
2 at Rockport to May 20 (late date) at Galveston. 
Long-billed Curlews, likewise, made a good show- 
ing; the last left Galveston on May 13, but the 
species remains the summer through on the lower 
Texas coast. Upland Sandpipers were very numer- 
ous; they arrived in the Galveston Bay region on 
March 28, and stayed till May 9. The Solitary 
Sandpiper came early (March 4) and left late 
(May 13). Greater Yellow-legs remained in the 
region till May 8, and Lesser Yellow-legs to May 
20. Red Knots were unreported except at Galves- 
ton on May 7, when McKay saw about 200 birds. 
For the sake of comparison, the following arrival 
and departure dates of transient sandpipers may 
be interesting: Pectoral, March 12 to May 26; 
Baird’s, March 20 to April 15; Buff-breasted, 
March 22 to May 20 (earlier and later than ever 
before); Stilt Sandpiper, March 23 (early) to 
May 6; White-rumped, April 20 to May 30. 
Hudsonian Godwits were seen from May 1 to May 
20; Marbled Godwits were last reported at Rock- 
port, May 6; 35 Am. Avocets at Baytown on 
April 22 was a record number. All three of the 
last-named birds have been showing an astonish- 
ing increase in numbers during the last 15 years. 

Gulls and Terns.—Departure dates of the win- 
tering gulls were as follows: Herring, April 30 
(early); Ring-billed, May 20; Bonaparte’s, April 
30. A California Gull at Galveston, March 2 
(Williams) was the first definitely reported from 
there since the nineteenth century, though the bird 
has been reported often from the Rockport area. 
Black Terns were present from April 27 to the 
end of June (the species is present at all times 
throughout the summer, though it does not breed). 

Cuckoos to Woodpeckers—The Black-billed 
Cuckoo was first seen on April 17 and last seen 
on May 13 (late); the Yellow-billed Cuckoo ar- 
rived, April 21. The first record of a Barn Owl in 
the Rockport area was made on April 26, when 
Mrs. Hagar found a dead specimen. Goatsuckers 
arrived as follows: Chuck-will’s-widow and Whip- 
poor-will, April 7; Common Nighthawk, April 
15. Chimney Swifts were slightly early on March 
18 (Cove). A White-throated Swift was seen at 
Houston, April 17 (Hamiltons). Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds arrived at Rockport, March 23, 
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and at Cove, March 25. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
were last seen on March 30. 

Flycatchers to Vireos.—As a rule, the flycatch- 
ers, like most other migrant land birds were few 
in numbers; and not all the regular species were 
recorded. Eastern Kingbirds, Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catchers, and Crested Flycatchers arrived in the 
Galveston Bay region in the last 4 days of March; 
wintering Eastern Phoebes had gone by March 25; 
Eastern Wood Pewees arrived April 3 (early). 
Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were present from 
April 7 (early) to May 26. 

Like so many of the flycatchers, the Bank Swal- 
low, Rough-winged Swallow, and Barn Swallow 
arrived in the last four days of March. Wintering 
Tree Swallows remained till May 6. Migrant Am. 
Robins remained till April 1 (late). A Bell’s Vireo 
in Houston on April 8 was somewhat unusual. 


Warblers.—Thirty-five species of warblers were 
reported from the region. Some of the more in- 
teresting items culled from hundreds of observa- 
tions follow: Worm-eating Warblers were unusual- 
ly numerous this spring; so were Bay-breasted 
Warblers, with over 500 at Rockport on May 7, 
and many more than ever previously at Cove. 
Swainson’s Warblers (2) at Cove, April 18, were 
unexpected but not unprecedented. Myrtle War- 
blers stayed a week later than ever before, to 
May 4; Cerulean Warblers were present till May 
10, also later than ever before. Black-poll War- 
blers were seen at Rockport, May 7, and on the 
east side of Galveston Bay, May 8 to 11. Yellow- 
breasted Chats were scarcer than usual. 


Blackbirds to Sparrows.—Though many data on 
this group of birds are at hand, there seems noth- 
ing unusual or notable to report. Arrival dates, 
departure dates, numbers of individuals, and spe- 
cies recorded seemed normal. 

In this last report to be made after ten years’ 
service, the senior author wishes to say how much 
personal pleasure and intellectual profit he has 
had in working with the numerous Texas bird ob- 
servers who have really done the work on which 
the reports have been based. The author has been 
only a mouthpiece for them; he has tried to be a 
good mouthpiece. Out of the many who have 
contributed, it is perhaps unfair to single out a 
few. Yet the author does wish to express his very 
highest appreciation for the long loyalty and great 
ability of Arlie K. McKay, Mrs. Conger Hager, 
Joe M. Heiser, and Mrs. Edna Miner.—GEORGE 
G. WILLIAMS, and STEPHEN G. WILLIAMS, The 
Rice Institute, Houston, Tex. 


PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The month of April was marked by 
a prolonged drought which was not broken until 
the 28th of the month; during May both precipi- 
tation and temperature were close to normal. At 
Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand reported that vege- 
tation was somewhat backward, and at both Mis- 
soula and Moscow, Idaho, the arrival of spring 
migrants was a little later than usual. Despite the 
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passerines. In 
no previous spring migration have so few fly- 
catchers, vireos, or warblers been seen. On April 25, 
and again on May 8, there was a noticeable move- 
ment of such transients, but otherwise the stream 
bottoms and wooded ridges were singularly devoid 
of birdlife. Rather perplexing was the appearance 
of the Fox Sparrow this spring. Although noted in 
past years as early as March 8 it was actually May 
8 before the first bird appeared in Moscow, and 
ten days later before this species was present in 
normal numbers. The first bird noted on May 8 
was collected, and found to be a female with 
ovaries but slightly enlarged. This was in striking 
contrast to 1950 when young birds already out of 
the nest were seen at Potlatch on May 14. Unless 
otherwise specified the Idaho notes refer to the 
northern part of the State and were personaily 
taken, and the Montana notes were supplied by 
R. L. Hand. An asterisk accompanying Montana 
records indicates that observations were not con- 
tinuous and that the species may have arrived 
from 2 or 3 to 10 days earlier. 

Loons, Grebes and Herons—Two Common 
Loons* were seen at Flathead Lake, Mont., April 
19, and 4 or 5 at Kicking Horse Reservoir, Lake 
Co., Mont., April 28, along with a few Western 
Grebes.* At Moscow the Eared Grebe was first 
noted on May 8. A Red-necked Grebe was found 
at Coeur d’Alene, April 13 (Hand). Great Blue 
Herons arrived rather early in the Missoula area 
(March 25), where a few sometimes winter. 


Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were rather com- 
mon between April 1 and 19 in various parts of 
Flathead, Lake and Mineral Counties, but were 
not noted in the vicinity of Missoula. The heaviest 
migratory movement of Canada Geese in western 
Montana occurred between Feb. 22 and March 
23. A pair lingered in the Missoula area through- 
out May and may nest there. Large migrating 
flocks of Snow Geese passed over during the night 
and early morning of April 9. The first noticeable 
influx of migrating Mallards joined the local win- 
tering flocks, Feb. 25. The first Pintails arrived on 
March 23 but this species was much less common 
than usual, especially in the Missoula area. Am. 
Widgeon arrived on March 25 and were also in 
less than the usual numbers, but outnumbered the 
Pintails 5 or 6 to 1. Both species were last seen 
at Kicking Horse, April 28, and had left the Mis- 
soula area somewhat earlier. Green-winged Teal 
appeared in numbers (a few had wintered) at 
Missoula on March 25, were common throughout 


April, and a few remained until May 13; they 
nest in some areas of western Montana. Blue- 
winged and Cinnamon Teal* were first noted at 
Ninepipe Reservoir in Lake County, Mont., May 
9. Both of these teal nest in western Montana, the 
former, commonly near Missoula. Shovellers ap- 
peared on April 28 at Kicking Horse, where they 
nest, and were seen near Missoula during May. 
Wood Ducks first appeared at Missoula on March 
25 (early), Redhead* on April 19, Canvas-back* 
on April 28 and Lesser Scaup* on April 17. The 
three latter were at Kicking Horse and Ninepipe 
Reservoirs but were not noted near Missoula. At 
Moscow the Blue-winged Teal was first seen on 
May 7, Cinnamon Teal on May 8, Shoveller on 
May 8, Lesser Scaup on April 29, Buffle-head on 
May 5, and Ruddy Duck on April 29. The first 
Pintails were seen at Genesee, Idaho, Feb. 21, 
while at Potlatch, Idaho, the first Wood Ducks 
were seen on March 21 (early), and 2 Am. Mer- 
gansers were noted on the Palouse River, April 12. 
Wintering Am. Golden-eyes were last noted at 
Missoula, April 1, but a pair of Barrow’s Golden- 
eyes appeared near there on April 22. A lone male 
Buffle-head was seen at Kicking Horse, April 28. 
A Harlequin drake (rare except in the mountains) 
was noted at the Higgins Avenue bridge in Mis- 
soula, May 8. A pair of Ruddy Ducks appeared at 
Missoula on May 6 (not common here), and the 
Hooded Mergansers arrived, April 8. There was 
no noticeable migratory movement of Am. Mer- 
gansers, which are resident there. 


Vultures and Hawks.—A lone Turkey Vulture 
arrived at Missoula, Mont., April 8, and the local 
colony had increased to 13 by the 27th of May. 
No wintering Sharp-shins had been seen there 
since late February, but as usual there was a mod- 
erate flight during the early part of May. The first 
Red-tailed Hawk arrived there, April 8 (late), 
and was nesting a week later. A Golden Eagle was 
seen on March 28 near the Continental Divide 
south of Butte. At Moscow the last Rough-legged 
Hawk was seen on March 20. The first Osprey 
appeared on the Snake River at Lewiston on April 
28. The first Marsh Hawk* was seen on April 17 
near Kalispell, Mont., where they occasionally 
winter. The last of 2 or 3 wintering Pigeon Hawks 
was noted on March 3, but a migrant was seen 
just west of Missoula, April 19. The first Sparrow 
Hawk arrived at Missoula, March 25, but the 
species did not become common until a month 
later (they winter there also). 


Coots, Shorebirds and Gulls—The Am. Coot* 
was first seen in the Missoula area on April 17, 
and at Potlatch, Idaho, on May 2; it probably win- 
tered on Flathead Lake. The Killdeer reached 
Genesee, Idaho, Feb. 13 (early), and Missoula, 
where it rarely winters, on March 24. The Wilson’s 
Snipe, often quite frequent in winter, was not 
noted at Missoula until April 28, but now appears 
to be nesting there. Arrival dates at Moscow were 
as follows: Spotted Sandpiper, May 5 (over a 
week early); Solitary Sandpiper, April 26 (last 
seen, May 10); Greater Yellow-legs, April 26 
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(last seen, May 8); Wilson’s Phalarope (rare), 
May 8 and 14; and Bonaparte’s Gull, May 8 (my 
first record for northern Idaho). The Am. Avocet 
reached Ninepipe Reservoir on April 28, the Wil- 
son’s Phalarope arrived at Missoula on May 13, 
and a Ring-billed Gull was observed at Lewiston 
on May 4 (my first spring record for northern 
Idaho). 

Doves through Woodpeckers—The Mourning 
Dove arrived at Moscow, May 2, and at Missoula, 
May 12; the Vaux’s Swift at Moscow, May 11, at 
Missoula, May 27; the Rufous Hummingbird at 
Moscow, May 9, at Missoula, May 12; the Cal- 
liope Hummingbird at Moscow, May 8, Missoula, 
May 12. The Snowy Owl, frequently reported 
throughout the winter, lingered rather late. It was 
noted at Moscow on April 4 (Virgil Pratt), and 
a specimen was taken at Craigmont, Idaho, April 
8 (Barnett). The Belted Kingfisher reached Mis- 
soula on March 18 (first time in 13 years that it 
has not wintered there), and the Lewis’s Wood- 
pecker arrived there on May 19. The Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsucker was early at Moscow, April 7, but 
was not recorded at Missoula until April 22. 

Flycatchers through Vireos.—Arrival dates were 
as follows: Eastern Kingbird (Missoula), May 
27; Western Kingbird (Lewiston), May 4 (a little 
late); Say’s Phoebe (Lewiston), March 24 (very 
late); Traill’s Flycatcher (Missoula), June 1; 
Hammond's Flycatcher (Moscow), May 8 (late); 
Western Wood Pewee (Missoula), May 27; Tree 
Swallow (Missoula), March 26 (not common un- 
til a month later); Violet-green Swallow (Lewis- 
ton), March 24; Bank Swallow (Lewiston), May 
4; Rough-winged Swallow (Genesee, Idaho), 
April 21; Barn Swallow (Charlo, Lake Co.., 
Mont.), April 28 (unusually early); Cliff Swallow 
(Lewiston), April 21 (unusually late); Am. Crow 
(Missoula), March 20; House Wren (Moscow), 
May 5; Catbird (Missoula), May 27; Varied 
Thrush (Moscow), Jan. 27 (first record since late 
fall; noted daily during first two weeks of Feb- 
ruary; plentiful by Feb. 16); Hermit Thrush 
(Moscow), May 11; Veery (Moscow), May 15; 
Mountain Bluebird (Moscow), Feb. 19 (Hand); 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Moscow), April 5; Water 
Pipit (Genesee), April 21 (last noted at Pullman, 
Wash., April 24); Loggerhead Shrike (Moscow), 
May 15 (my first record for northern Idaho); 
Starling (Missoula), general influx of migrants on 
March 23 (some remain all winter); Solitary 
Vireo (Moscow), May 8 (a little late); Red-eyed 
Vireo (Missoula), May 18 (not common until 
May 27); and Warbling Vireo (Missoula), May 
20. The Bohemian Waxwing was last noted at 
Moscow on Feb. 1, and the Gray Shrike at 
Clarkston, Wash., March 24. 

Warblers.—Arrivals for warblers were consis- 
tently later at Missoula than in northern Idaho as 
illustrated by the following first dates: Orange- 
crowned Warbler, April 27 at Moscow, May 8 
at Missoula; Nashville Warbler, April 25 at Mos- 
cow, May 20 at Missoula where it is rare; Yellow 
Warbler, May 4 at Lewiston, May 8 at Missoula; 
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Audubon’s Warbler, April 19 at Potlatch, May 4 
at Missoula; Macgillivray’s Warbler, May 13 at 
Pullman, Wash., May 20 at Missoula; Common 
Yellowthroat, May 15 at Moscow, May 19 at 
Missoula; and Black-capped Warbler, May 11 at 
Moscow, May 27 at Missoula. Due to adverse 
weather conditions the latter species, which nor- 
mally is gone by the latter part of May, lingered 
unusually late; it was last noted at Lewiston on 
June 6 and Moscow on June 7. 

Blackbirds and Tanagers.—First arrivals were: 
Bobolink (Missoula), May 27; Western Meadow- 
lark (Missoula), March 24 (first noticeable mi- 
gration); Yellow-headed Blackbird (Missoula), 
May 13; Red-winged Blackbird (Potlatch), Feb. 
18; Bullock’s Oriole (Missoula), May 19; Brewer’s 
Blackbird (Moscow), April 2; Brown-headed 
Cowbird (Moscow), May 15; Western Tanager 
(Missoula), May 20. 


Finches and Sparrows.—The Evening Grosbeak, 
which remained common at Missoula all winter, 
tapered off somewhat during April, then became 
abundant by mid-May; it has been noted in Mis- 
soula throughout the year and undoubtedly nests 
there. The Pine Grosbeak was fairly plentiful dur- 
ing the winter in northern Idaho, and was last 
noted at Viola on March 31. At Missoula winter- 
ing flocks of Pine Siskins were augmented by large 
numbers of migrants starting about March 18. 
The last wintering Am. Goldfinch at Missoula 
was seen there on March 11; the first spring mi- 
grant was noted on May 18, but the species did 
not become common until May 31. The Common 
Redpoll was last observed at Moscow on March 
24, and the Am. Tree Sparrow at Lewiston on 
Feb. 13. A typical adult Slate-colored Junco was 
studied at close range at Missoula on May 3. This 
species has been noted on a number of occasions 
in fall and winter but this is the first spring rec- 
ord.—THoMas D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, 
University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—As a result of the mild winter 
throughout most of the Region, with an excep- 
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tionally warm spell or spring thaw in mid-Feb- 
ruary, the spring migration of waterfowl and some 
of the other early migrants was from 10 days to 
2 weeks earlier than usual. The weather during 
March was, in general, cold and windy, with the 
first three weeks in April mild and dry; this was 
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followed with cold stormy weather during the 
last week in April and throughout most of May. 
As a result of these abnormal weather conditions 
the spring migration was quite erratic. 

Our report for the previous period, ending 
March 31, covered most of the early migrants for 
the Region; therefore this report will include only 
the late arrivals and some of the early nesters. 
The heavy winds and rain during May did con- 
siderable damage to some of the ground-nesting 
birds, such as the Am. Avocets, Black-necked 
Stilts, Willets, Long-billed Curlews, and Kildeer, 
at the Bear River Refuge. However, some of these 
birds re-nested after the storms. 


Grebes and Pelicans—The first Eared Grebes 
at the Malheur Refuge in Oregon this spring were 
observed by R. C. Erickson on April 25 when 10 
were seen. The first Pied-billed Grebe was noted 
on April 2. The Western and Pied-billed Grebes 
are nesting in their usual numbers at the Bear 
River Refuge. Sheldon Dart reported 50 Western 
Grebes and 50 White Pelicans at Deer Flat Ref- 
uge, Idaho, on April 30. A census count made from 
an airplane on May 16 showed 230 White Pelicans 
present at Bear River Refuge, Utah. 

Cormorants, Herons, and Ibis —Double-crested 
Cormorants were first observed at Deer Flat Ref- 
uge on April 15, and 25 were noted on May 13. 
The first Black-crowned Night Herons were ob- 
served on April 15, and 20 Great Blue Herons 
were noted on May 30. At the Bear River Refuge, 
77 Double-crested Cormorant nests were counted, 
and about 400 of these birds were present during 
the latter part of May. Also, 175 Great Blue 
Herons, 95 Black-crowned Night Herons, 550 
White-faced Ibises, and approximately 500 Snowy 
Egrets were noted at the Bear River Refuge on 
May 16. 

Waterfowl.—The spring migration of ducks and 
geese throughout the Great Basin, while starting 
somewhat earlier than usual, as reported in our 
last report, appeared to be about normal. At the 
time of our April 15 census, 1750 Whistling Swans 
were still present at the BRR; by May 1 only 3 
remained. At Deer Flat Refuge the last 2 Whist- 
ling Swans were observed on April 15. F. Sheldon 
Dart also reported 15 White-fronted Geese on 
April 26, and 38 Canada Geese present on May 
15. He also reported the first brood of young 
Canada Geese seen on the Snake River on April 
13. R. C. Erickson reported the first brood of 
Canada Geese observed at Malheur Refuge on 
May 1. He also reported the Canada Goose hatch 
at Malheur very low this year, probably the low- 
est in 10 years. The first brood of young Canada 
Geese was observed at Bear River Refuge on 
April 25, and 337 broods were counted on May 
24. The first Blue-winged Teal were noted at Deer 
Flat Refuge on April 1, and 200 were estimated 
on May 30. Cinnamon Teal were observed on 
April 5, and 250 were present on May 30 (FSD). 
The first Wood Duck for the season was noted 
at Malheur Refuge on April 25, and 2 Blue- 
winged Teal on May 2. 


Shorebirds and Gulls.—At the Deer Flat Ref- 
uge, Nampa, Idaho, the Am. Avocet was first 
observed on April 24, and the Black-necked Stilt 
on April 19; the latter species became common by 
May 30; Ring-billed and California Gulls arrived 
the first of April and were abundant by the end 
of the period; Wilson’s Snipe (1), which arrived 
on April 6, is rare in this area (FSD). First ar- 
rivals at the Malheur Refuge, Ore., include the 
Long-billed Curlew (2), April 2, Franklin’s Gull 
(5), April 25, and Forster’s Tern (1), April 25; 
the Long-biilled Curlew and Am. Avocet were 
common by April 7 (RCE). Dart reported that 
there was very little migration into or from the 
Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, during April and May; 
the bulk of the waterfowl had moved by April |. 
At Bear River Refuge the Long-billed Curlew ar- 
rived on March 30, and was common by the end 
of the period; Black-bellied Plover, May 15; Wil- 
son’s Snipe, March 11; Lesser Yellow-legs, March 
3; Dowitcher, April 23; Marbled Godwit, April 
16; Black-necked Stilt, April 1; Wilson’s Phala- 
rope, May 2: Franklin’s Gull, April 13; Bona- 
parte’s Gull, May 3; Forster’s Tern, May 2; and 
Caspian Tern, April 15. By the end of the period 
Killdeer, Am. Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, Cali- 
fornia Gull, Franklin’s Gull, and Forster’s Tern 
were abundant at BRR; a nesting survey during 
the period May 17 to May 22 revealed 3643 Cali- 
fornia Gull nests, 12 Caspian Tern nests, and 530 
Am. Avocet nests. 


Owls.—A Flammulated Owl was observed on 
April 8 at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (RCE). At 
BRR 50 Short-eared Owls were observed, May 
31. 


Passerine Birds—Robert and Julia Armagast 
reported Yellow Warblers were first seen at Ala- 
mosa, Colo., on May 7 in usual migration num- 
bers, Am. Goldfinches in usual numbers on May 
9; and 2 Common Yellowthroats were noted just 
west of Alamosa, May 20; also a male Bobolink 
was observed at Alamosa on May 20, which is 
very unusual as none of the local residents ques- 
tioned could recall having seen or heard of a 
Bobolink in this area in the past (Armagast). At 
Malheur Refuge, Oreg., the Violet-green Swallow 
arrived (1) on April 6; Am. Goldfinch (1), May 
2; and the Western Tanager (1), May 9 (RCE). 
First arrival dates at BRR include the Violet- 
green Swallow (2), April 10; Cliff Swallow (12), 
April 10; Brewer’s Blackbird (3), April 8; Barn 
Swallow (2), April 15; Pink-sided Junco (1), 
May 5; Yellow Warbler (1), May 17; Audubon’s 
Warbler (1), May 18; and Bullock’s Oriole (1), 
May 19.—VANEz T. WILSON and Ross H. Norr, 
Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, 
Utah. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—The protracted wide- 
spread drought continued. The weather produced 
no heat waves that hurried migration until the last 
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week in May. 
There were cold 
storms that brought 
snow in the moun- 
tains, April 29 to 
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seg vations; for exam- 
ple, at Grand Can- 
yon Nat'l. Park, 
Ariz., Gambel’s Oak leaves were still in bud on 
trees in the colder canyons, May 30! 

Herons and Spoonbills—Ninety-three Am. 
Egrets were present on the Bosque del Apache 
Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., May 23; this is 
quite a number, considering that 10 years ago 
there was but one record for the State (Raymond 
Fleetwood). Ten Black-crowned Night Herons 
roosted in trees in Tucson, Ariz, April 1 (Joe 
Marshall, Jr.). The first Least Bittern was noted 
on the Bosque Refuge, April 20 (RF). A Roseate 
Spoonbill was seen at Quitobaquito, on the Organ 
Pipe Cactus Natl. Monument, Ariz., May 30, 
where it had been present 7 to 10 days (Aristide 
Gallizioli, Louie Lawson). 

Waterfowl—Two White-fronted Geese were 
seen near Parker, Ariz., May 5; the species is 
rare during spring in the Colorado valley (Gale 
Monson). A Fulvous Tree Duck was noted at 
Ascarate L., El] Paso, Tex., May 13, the third rec- 
ord for the area (Lena McBee). A pair of Buffle- 
heads, seen below Sabino Canyon in the lower 
Santa Catalina Mts., Ariz., April 2, were the only 
ones reported in the Tucson area all winter and 
spring (Eugenia Gates). 

Hawks and Gallinaceous Birds —A Mexican 
Goshawk seen near Benson, Ariz., April 27 (Alma 
Foerster) was the only one reported this spring. 
A flock of 17 Bob-white (introduced?) was seen at 
Ascarate Lake, April 17 (Dorothy Conway, Mary 
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Keefer). Scaled Quail at Ft. Huachuca, Ariz., 
were not seen paired until May 18 (Charles 
Wallmo). 


Shorebirds and Gulls —Single Golden Plovers 
were seen on the Bosque Refuge, May 9 and 23, 
respectively (Thomas Davis, RF); there are no 
previous records for New Mexico. A late Wilson’s 
Snipe was seen at the Santa Maria River crossing 
of the new highway between Congress Jct. and 
Kingman, Ariz., April 22 (Harry & Ruth Crock- 
ett). At least 9 Long-billed Curlews were seen on 
the Nevada side of the Colorado River opposite 
Ft. Mohave, Ariz., April 12 (Warren Pulich). Two 
Western Sandpipers were lingering in the Bill Wil- 
liams Delta, Ariz., on the Havasu Lake Nat'l. 
Wildlife Refuge, May 18 (GM). Five Franklin’s 
Gulls were noted on the Bosque Refuge, April 11 
(RF), and 3 Bonaparte’s Gulls were seen along 
the Colorado River in Nevada, opposite Ft. Mo- 
have, April 12 (WP). 

Pigeons through Trogons——Band-tailed Pigeons 
were first noted in Madera Canyon of the Santa 
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Rita Mts., Ariz.. May 6 (Tucson Bird Club). A 
Flammulated Owl was taken from a cat at Benson, 
May 7 (Lyndon Hargrave). A Saw-whet Owl was 
seen near Superior, Ariz., May 5 (Crocketts). At 
least 6 Vaux’s Swifts were seen at Yuma, Ariz., 
April 25 (GM); a few were seen in Tucson, April 
27 to 29 (William Foerster, Allan Phillips); a 
great flight of at least 1000 was observed at Mecca, 
Calif., April 28 (Harland and Mrs. Eckler); 7 
were seen in the Bill Williams Delta as late as 
May 18 (GM); and 1 was noted near Pantano, 
Ariz., on the very late date of May 30 (LH). A 
male Calliope Hummingbird was observed on 
the desert, in the McDowell Mts., Ariz., April 1 
(Crocketts). A pair of Rivoli’s Hummingbirds 
was present in Madera Canyon, April 8 (Erle 
and Virginia Morton). Only 1 Coppery-tailed 
Trogon has been seen in the Huachuca Mts., Ariz., 
this spring—in Garden Canyon, May 14 (JM). 

Woodpeckers and Flycatchers——Three Lewis's 
Woodpeckers remained near Parker until at least 
April 15 (GM); 2 were seen at Socorro, N. Mex., 
April 15 (RF); 1 was noted near Pantano, May 
| (AF); and they were passing through at Grand 
Canyon Village, Grand Canyon Park, May 4 
(Harold Bryant). Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers re- 
mained unusually late, as the following records 
attest: 1 at El Paso, May 5 (LM); 1 in Madera 
Canyon, May 6 (TBC); 1 at Arivaca Jct. (“Kins- 
ley’s”), Ariz... May 7 (Junea Kelley, et al.); and 
1 in the Huachuca Mts., May 13 (JM). Four 
Arizona Crested Flycatchers, including 1 collected, 
were found in willow woodland near Topock, 
Ariz., on the Havasu Lake Refuge, May 23; this 
is the first record of their occurrence in the Colo- 
rado valley above the Bill Williams Delta, some 
50 miles to the southeast. Although not recorded 
so far north in the past, it is possible they have 
always been present, since the area has never been 
much worked in the summer months (GM). The 
first Ash-throated Flycatcher arrived at Grand 
Canyon Village, April 14 (HB). A Beardless Fly- 
catcher was seen at Ft. Huachuca, April 26 (CW). 

Swallows.—The first Barn Swallow was ob- 
served at Ft. Huachuca, April 21 (CW), and the 
species was found nesting at Tumacacori Nat'l. 
Monument, Ariz., for the first time, May 24 
(Betty Jackson). About 100 Cliff Swallows came 
in to roost in Tucson in the storm of April 29, 
and a few more were seen there to May 4 (AP). 
A Purple Martin was seen in Nevada opposite Ft. 
Mohave, May 14 (Gordon Gullion, WP); very 
few have been seen about Tucson (AP). 

Jays and Nutcrackers.—A few Steller’s Jays, the 
aftermath of last fall and winter’s record flight, 
remained into the period: 1 observed at Parker 
Dam, Calif., April 18 (GM); a small number lin- 
gered at El Paso, to May 5 (LM); 1 noted near 
Tucson, May 9 (AP); still present down to the 
lowest oaks in the Huachuca Mts., May 14 (JM); 
and 2 seen 2 miles south of Tombstone, Ariz., 
June 4 (LH). Scrub Jays likewise have been lin- 
gering long and late: 1 at Topock, April 26 
(GM); 1 at Emery Park, south of Tucson, May 
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6 (AP); 4 between Benson and Pantano, May 
9 (AP); | or 2 in citrus belt north of Tucson 
until May 10 (AP); 1 in the Bill Williams Delta, 
May 18 (GM); a few at El Paso to May 21 
(LM); and a few near Alamogordo, N. Mex., 
May 31 (LM). A very late jay observation is that 
of a flock of 6 or 7 Steller’s Jays and 2 Scrub 
Jays, east of Benson, June 7 (AP). The Jast 
flock of Pinon Jays at Ft. Huachuca was noted, 
May 10; 2 or 3 were still present in the Galiuro 
Mts., Ariz., June 4 (CW). Clark’s Nutcrackers 
were still widespread in the Huachuca Mts., May 
13 (JM, Florence Thornburg), and 1 was seen in 
the Santa Catalina Mts., May 19 (JM). 

Titmice through Kinglets—Mountain Chicka- 
dees were seen in El Paso until April 14 (Amelia 
Allen). White-breasted Nuthatches disappeared 
abruptly around Tucson in the last 10 days of 
March, the last one being seen, March 29; the last 
Red-breasted Nuthatch was noted there the same 
date (AP). A Brown Creeper remained at El 
Paso until at least April 14 (LM, et al.). No Dip- 
pers were found on a trip down Sabino Canyon, 
May 19 and 20 (JM). A very late Bewick’s Wren 
was found in Nevada opposite Ft. Mohave, May 
3 (WP). An Am. Robin was singing in Tucson, 
May 9 (Ivan Peters), and another was seen near 
the center of town, May 17 (Randolph Jenks, 
IP). Mountain Bluebirds were seen at Anthony, 
N. Mex., until April-22 (Harriet McGuire). Town- 
send’s Solitaires were observed until May 7 at 
Ascarate Lake (DC), and at Boulder Beach, Lake 
Mead, Nev., May 29 and 30 (Nora Poyser). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets remained unusually late 
in southeastern Arizona: common in Madera Can- 
yon, May 6 to 7 (TBC, Junea Kelley et al., JM); 
2 in the Huachuca Mts., May 14 (JM); and 2 in 
the Santa Catalina Mts., May 20 (TBC). 


Vireos and Wood Warblers—Gray Vireos were 
back at Grand Canyon Village, April 25 (HB). 
Unusually late (Cassin’s) Solitary Vireos were 1 
near Topock, May 23 (GM), and 1 near Tucson, 
June 2 to 3 (AP). Audubon’s Warblers remained 
unusually late, in numbers: 8 at Topock, May 23 
(GM); at least 1 at Tucson, May 23 to 24 (AP); 
and |! at Tucson, May 27 (JM). A very early 
Townsend’s Warbler was seen in Madera Canyon, 
April 8 (Mortons). A Hermit Warbler seen near 
Palo Verde, April 16, was early (WP); unusually 
late records were 1 near Tucson, May 23 (AP), 
and 2 at Topock, May 23 (GM). A Northern 
Water-thrush was observed at Ascarate Lake, April 
27 (George and Mary Burrows). The first Com- 
mon Yellowthroat was noted on the Bosque Ref- 
uge, April 4 (RF), and an Am. Redstart was ob- 
served there, May 23 (Russell Clapper, TD, RF). 

Blackbirds and Tanagers—A male Bronzed 
Cowbird was seen at Whipple Point on the Cali- 
fornia side of Havasu Lake, May 29 (GM, Glenn 
Osbun); this is the first record of the species in 
California. Migrant Western Tanagers, never un- 
common through the desert, seemed particularly 
common this spring; all observers west of south- 
eastern Arizona commented on their abundance. 


On a trip through northern Sonora, Mexico, May 
16 to 23, it was noted in “enormous” numbers at 
such localities as Cocospera, Imuris, Santa Ana, 
Tubutama, Caborca, and Altar (BJ). 


Finches and Sparrows.—An unusual number of 
Evening Grosbeak reports was received: seen at 
Ascarate Lake, April 27 (HC); 1 at Boulder City, 
Nev., May 3 (WP); passing through at Grand 
Canyon Village, May 4 (HB); and 1 below Ma- 
dera Canyon, May 6 (TBC). Four Purple Finches 
(California race) were still present at Parker, 
April 1, feeding on Green Ash seeds (GM); the 
last 1 was noted at Tucson, April 13 (JM). In 
southeastern Arizona, several late records of 
Cassin’s Finch were obtained, ending a season of 
unusual abundance in the lowlands: at least 18 
seen below Madera Canyon, May 6 (TBC); 6 or 
7 on the Santa Rita Range Reserve, May 7 (JK, 
et al.); a pair at Ft. Huachuca, May 14 (JM); and 
| or 2 at Oracle, May 17 (AP). Pine Siskins also 
lingered late: 25 to 30 at Benson, May 5 to 11 
(LH); small flocks in Madera Canyon, and below, 
May 6 (TBC); 1 near Tucson, May 8 (AF, WF, 
JK et al., AP); and 2 with 14 Lesser Goldfinches 
feeding on the seeds of Bebbia juncea at Devil's 
Elbow on the Colorado River below Topock, May 
16 (GM). Ten Red Crossbills remained at El Paso 
until April 28 (LM), and 1 was still present there 
at Ascarate Lake, May 7 (HC). There was an un- 
usually heavy flight of Green-tailed Towhees in 
southeastern Arizona (AP), in south-central Ari- 
zona (Crocketts), and at El Paso (LM). Unusual- 
ly late records of Spotted Towhees were 2 near 
Tucson, April 1 (AF, WF, JM), 2 below the 
mouth of Sabino Canyon, April 2 (James and F. 
Gates), and 1 in Molino Canyon on the south 
side of the Santa Catalinas, April 28 to 30 (JM, 
AP). About 100 Lark Buntings were seen at Con- 
tinental, Ariz., May 5 (JK, et al.), 1 was noted 
near Oracle Jct., Ariz.. May 17 (AP), and 2 
males were observed east of Pantano, May 24 
(WF). A very late Savannah Sparrow was seen at 
Beal Lake, between Topock and Needles, Calif, 
May 22 (GM). Two Gray-headed Juncos were 
seen in Tucson as late as April 12 (JM), 1 was 
seen at Boulder Beach, Lake Mead, May 1 (NP), 
and they were still present in the Santa Rita and 
Santa Catalina Mts., May 7 (JK, et al., JM). Sev- 
eral late Lincoln’s Sparrows were seen in the Hua- 
chuca Mts., May 13 to 14 (JM), and 1 was found 
in the lower Santa Catalina Mts., May 25 (JM).— 
GaLe Monson, Havasu Lake Nat'l. Wildlife Ref- 
uge, Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
weather in general was fine and sunny, with tem- 
peratures in April above normal, and precipitation 
much below normal (1.16 in. in Washington, the 
2nd lowest ever recorded). May was slightly war- 
mer and drier than normal. Most ducks, and gulls, 
moved north ahead of schedule. The movement 
of other species often did not conform to pattern. 
There are gaps in our information, since some 
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observers did not report. 

Loons, Grebes, Herons, 
—Common_ and Red- 
throated Loons were 
rather scarce at Comox; 
Arctic Loons in number, 
over 100 were feeding on 
herring, May 16. Grebes 
appeared to be fewer in 
general, although numer- 
ous at times, as on April 
11 (Theed Pearse). 
Eared Grebes were last 
seen at Blaine, April 3, 
and Westerns, April 20. 
A grove of trees at Blaine, 
in which Great Blue 
Herons have nested for 17 years, was being cut 
down. Only 7 birds were seen, May 9 (Lucile H. 
Kline). Herons at Comox were very few; 2 Am. 
Bitterns were heard on one small marsh. 


Geese, Ducks—Hundreds of Canada Geese 
were flying northward over Seattle, in two flocks, 
April 22 (Violet Cannon). About 50 were at 
Blaine, April 7, last seen (150+), April 12 
(LHK). There were few reports of geese at 
Comox, except for Brant, which were there in 
numbers, but not equal to 2 years ago. Several 
thousand Brant were crossing Comox from the 
west, May 1, presumably from the west coast of 
Vancouver Is. A flock of 125+ on May 23, was 
late, and 5 were seen on June 3 (TP). A flock of 
40-50 White-fronted Geese were at Copalis Beach, 
Wash., April 13. and 4 Brant were still there 
(Zella McMannama Schultz). Brant were on salt 
water shores near Seattle as late as May 21 (VC). 
They were last seen at Blaine, April 22 (52). A 
pair of Mallards was nesting at Blaine, April 24 
(LHK). A brood was just off the nest at Comox, 
April 29. Fresh-water ducks on the whole were 
below average at Comox. Five Blue-winged Teal 
were seen, May 17 (TP). A pair of Wood Ducks 
at Newport, and 6 at Carnation, east of Lake 
Washington, appeared to be moving to nesting 
sites the second week in April (VC). At Blaine, 
Am. Golden-eyes and Buffle-heads were last seen, 
April 22; and Red-breasted Mergansers, April 24 
(LHK). There were very few Red-breasted Mer- 
gansers at Comox; the Hooded have declined in 
the past 3-4 years. All 3 species of scoters were 
feeding on herring spawn in Comox Bay, April 
16 (7000+); mainly Surf Scoters, with males 
predominating (TP). 




















Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures returned 
to the Portland, Oreg., area, March 18 (L. B. 
Dunsmuir). There were scarcely any predators 
at Comox; 3 Bald Eagles and 3 Ospreys were 
noted recently. 


Shorebirds-—At Copalis Beach, 200+ Black- 
bellied Plovers were in transition plumage, April 
13. Wilson’s Snipe were plentiful. Red-backed 
Sandpipers were in numbers, ¥% in transition 
plumage, the rest in winter dress. Sanderlings were 
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abundant, all in winter plumage (ZMS). A large 
flock of Greater and Lesser Yellow-legs was seen 
near Duvall, E. of Lake Washington, the 2nd week 
in April (VC). Wilson’s Snipe and Greater Yel- 
low-legs were last seen at Blaine, April 20 (LHK). 
At Comox, there were very few Killdeer. A mi- 
gration of Wilson’s Snipe was noted, April 23. A 
flock of 7 Hudsonian Curlew was reported. On 
May 7, 28 Dowitchers were a record for numbers 
seen together, and there was a flock of over 1000 
Western Sandpipers, May 3. An unusual number 
of gulls were around Comox (500+), feeding on 
herring fry and candle-fish. They were mainly 
adult and young Glaucous-wings, also some adult 
Herring Gulls (Thayer's), the first time the latter 
have summered in any numbers. Bonaparte’s Gulls 
arrived at Comox early, April 17, but few re- 
mained very long (TP). Short-billed Gulls (31) 
were last seen at Blaine, April 20 (LHK). 
Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—There were 
“scarcely any” Band-tailed Pigeons at Comox dur- 
ing the period. A pair of Mourning Doves (rare 
transient) was seen, March 31. One apparently 
healthy Snowy Owl, April 23, was very tame. 
Rufous Hummingbirds arrived at Portland, March 
20 (Oregon Audubon Society), and at Bellevue, 
Wash., March 27 (Walter Hagenstein). Belted 
Kingfishers were very scarce at Comox, still re- 
flecting the effects of severe winters. All resident 
species of woodpeckers were much reduced in 
numbers, especially the flickers. Lewis's Wood- 
pecker is now very seldom seen (TP). 
Flycatchers through Wrens.—Traill’s  Fly- 
catchers arrived at Blaine, May 27. All flycatchers 
were few at Comox at the end of the period; 
Traill’s and the Western were the only species 
noted. Violet-green Swallows returned to Portland, 
March 18, and Tree Swallows, March 13 (LBD). 
Cliff Swallows reached Blaine, April 8, and Barn 
Swallows, April 29. Barn Swallows declined from 
8 pairs a few years ago to 1 pair this year at 
Mrs. Kline’s station. Tree and Barn Swallows were 
very scarce at Comox. A new colony of Cliff 
Swallows was established. Purple Martins at Seat- 
tle. April 19, were early (VC). They were in usual 
numbers at Comox: a pair at each of last year’s 
sites. Chickadees at Comox at first appeared to 
have improved in numbers, but have declined 
again. Nuthatches were rarely heard in places of 
regular occurrence 4-5 years ago. House Wrens 
showed up well, but the Winter and Bewick’s were 
rare (TP). The first House Wrens were seen at 
Blaine, May 10. Common Bushtits were nest- 
building in the Seattle area, March 27 (WH). 


Thrushes—There seemed to be more Am. 
Robins in migration at Seattle, and more residents 
(Florence Grove). Spotted young were on the 
ground the last of the period. Robins were few 
at Comox, with no young on the wing at last of 
period (TP). Varied Thrushes were in the Port- 
land area the first weeks in April (Mrs. Ormond 
Rankin), and at Seattle as late as May 4 (FG). 
They were seen at Blaine, May 2 (LHK). Her- 
mit Thrushes were seen at Seattle from April 31 











fr = \. - Bet 


a a oe ee re ee ee! a Le. ae oe 











to May 8 (FG). They appeared at Blaine for one 
day, April 11. The first Olive-backed Thrush was 
noted there, April 2 (LHK). They seemed to be 
up to average at Comox. One pair of Western 
Bluebirds was noted at Comox, but it was doubt- 
ful that they remained. Cutting snags on logged- 
off land no doubt affected this species as well as 
the woodpeckers. Townsend’s Solitaires were first 
noted at Blaine, March 15 (5). A few were in 
N.E. Seattle from April 12 to 17 (FG). 
Kinglets through Warblers. — Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets (12) were last seen in Seattle, May 8 
(FG). Water Pipits (8) were first noted at Blaine, 
April 10; last seen (27), April 22 (LHK). The 
migration of pipits was poor at Comox. The Soli- 


tary Vireo (Cassin’s), usually a common bird, : 


was rarely heard at Comox, and the Warbling 
Vireo was not up to its average numbers. Audu- 
bon’s, Orange-crowned, Black-capped, and Yellow 
Warblers arrived in goodly numbers. Audubon’s 
showed a great improvement over last year, and 
the Yellow was above average. Two male Myrtle 
Warblers, rare transients, were seen, April 29. 
Macgillivray’s Warbler and the Common Yellow- 
throat were below normal (TP). Hutton’s Vireo, 
and Orange-crowned Warblers arrived at Blaine, 
April 11. The latter was collecting nest material, 
May 10. The first Yellow Warbler was noted, May 
1; Audubon’s, May 11; Common Yellowthroat, 
April 16 (first record for Mrs. Kline); and Black- 
capped, May 27. Townsend’s Warbler was first 
noted in N.E. Seattle, May 9 (FG). Many Hermit 
Warblers were claiming nesting sites on the S. 
Tacoma “prairies,” May 13 (VC). 

Tanagers, Finches ——Western Tanagers were first 
noted at Seattle, May 9; plentiful, May 18 (FG); 
at Blaine, May 20 (LHK). They were average in 
numbers at Comox, where there have been no 
Black-headed Grosbeaks the last 3 or 4 years. A 
flock of 150+ Evening Grosbeaks was seen at 
Seattle, May 14 (FG). Common Redpolls (22) 
were last seen at Blaine, April 28. Pine Siskins 
were still in flocks, and plentiful, at Seattle during 
May (FG). The first Am. Goldfinches were at 
Blaine, April 16; 71 were counted, May 23. They 
are now scarce at Comox, where numerous 2 
years ago. Pine Siskins showed up more. notice- 
ably, but still in small flocks (TP). Of particular 
interest at Seattle were the numbers of Red Cross- 
bills within the city limits. They were still in flocks 
in several places the last of the period (VC & FG). 

Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees at Comox were 
missing from most of their haunts. Chipping Spar- 
rows were average. The latter were first noted at 
Blaine, April 15. Many Vesper Sparrows were 
claiming territories on the S. Tacoma “prairies,” 
May 13 (VC). White- and Golden-crowned Spar- 
rows moved through Seatile, April 8 to May 15, 
as did (Lincoln’s Sparrow (VC). The White- 
crowned was first seen in N.E. Seattle, April 12 
(FG). Golden-crowned Sparrows arrived at 
Blaine, April 24; last seen, May 3 (LHK). At 
Comox, the White-crowned and Golden-crowned 
Sparrows did not show up well on migration. It 


was thought that more White-crowns remained 
than usual. Song Sparrows were missing from most 
of their haunts (TP).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, 
Washington State Museum, University of Wash- 
ington, Seattle. 





MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—April 
and May were mild with almost no storms or low 
overcast periods, and there were no conspicuous 
waves of mi- 
grant birds 
forced to accu- 
mulate in the 
area. Summer 
birds generally 
arrived late and 
in small num- 
bers. The dry- 
ness of the 
spring and the 
continued cool 
weather fa- 
vored successful 
nesting. Tem- 
peratures ap- 
proached 100° 
for only one 
brief period, 
toward the end 
of May. Plants kept growing and green through 
May. These conditions seemed to favor the pres- 
ence of some birds nearer to the ocean than they 
usually occur in summer. About San Francisco 
Bay, Mrs. Kelly found land birds, and especially 
hummingbirds, still scarce. She found shorebirds 
generally about as usual in numbers, but large 
waders were scarce after April 10. The Ander- 
sons report that installation of the large electric 
power plant at Moss Landing has not interfered 
with the nesting water birds. 

Water Birds—Horned Grebes at Bay Farm 
Island on April 4 were in summer plumage (Mrs. 
G. E. Kelly). A. L. Curl on May 27 saw young 
Western Grebes, 25 White Pelicans, and a Green 
Heron at Los Banos. 

Geese and Ducks.—Reports of Brant were of 5 
at Bay Farm Island on April 17 and 18 (Kelly) 
and at Moss Landing of 24 on April 6 and 4 on 
May 30 (Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Anderson). On May 
5 a Cinnamon Teal and a Ruddy Duck at Moss 
Landing each tended a brood of young (Ander- 
sons). Curl saw 4 female Hooded Mergansers on 
Orinda Lake as late as April 7. 

Hawks—On May 2, C. Dietz saw an Osprey at 
Searsville Lake near Stanford. W. M. Pursell found 
a Pigeon Hawk on April 7 in Tilden Park, Ber- 
keley. 

Shorebirds —On May 27, Curl saw a Florida 
Gallinule at Los Banos. The Andersons saw a 
great number of Black-bellied Plover, some still in 
winter plumage, at Moss Landing on May 5, but 
none on May 30. On April 5, C. G. Sibley found 
a nest and 3 eggs of Snowy Plover at Alviso. At 
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Albany on May 10 Curl saw a single Hudsonian 
Curlew. On May 13, single Spotted Sandpipers 
were reported from St. Marys College (Curl) and 
near Milpitas (Miss E. Smith). Mrs. Kelly found 
a Surf-bird and a Ruddy Turnstone on April 17 
at Bay Farm Island. The Andersons reported 3 
Ruddy Turnstones on May 6 at Moss Landing. On 
April 7 and 17 about 100 Red Knots were present 
at Bay Farm Island (Kelly) and on May 10 there 
were 3 in Albany (Curl). On April 5, Sibley found 
an Am. Avocet nest with 4 eggs at Alviso. 

Gulls and Terns—On April 6 the Andersons 
saw 250 Kittiwakes at Moss Landing and on April 
17 Mrs. Kelly saw one at Bay Farm Island. Allan 
Cruickshank picked up a dead Sabine’s Gull at 
Point Lobos on April 26 and the next day he saw 
2 in flight there. On April 6 the Andersons found 
only 1 Caspian Tern at Moss Landing. In the 
same locality they saw about 100 Forster’s Terns 
on May 5. A month later there were twice as 
many adults and some recently-hatched young. 
On May 6 the Andersons found the first Least 
Tern for the season at Moss Landing. 

Doves and Woodpeckers——From May 13 to 23 
a pair of Mourning Doves visited a feeding sta- 
tion on Seminary Court, Oakland (D. Brock). 
Lewis’s Woodpeckers remained late at their win- 
tering stations. Late dates were April 7, a pair 
near Orinda (Curl); April 8, one in Corral de 
Tierra (Andersons); and May 9, 2 at Hastings 
Reservation (G. Christman). Curl saw nesting 
Pileated Woodpeckers at Lokoya Lodge, Napa 
County, on May 30. 


Flycatchers, Swallows, Wrens—On April 15 
A. Wool saw the first Ash-throated Flycatcher of 
the year at the Pinnacles National Monument. 
Near the western edge of the breeding range of 
Say’s Phoebe a nest containing 1 egg on April 1 
at Coyote Reservoir (Sibley) had 3 eggs and a 
newly-hatched young bird on April 22 (E. Smith). 
Olive-sided Flycatchers were reported at Uvas 
Dam on April 17 (E. Smith) and in Oakland on 
May 5 (Curl). The Andersons found 100 Bank 
Swallows in a new colony at Moss Landing on 
May 9. By the end of the month there were at 
least 140 nest holes and some nestlings. Curl re- 
corded a Purple Martin and 2 singing Caion 
Wrens on April 8 at Mt. Diablo. 


Thrushes through Silky Flycatchers.—Late oc- 
currences of the Varied Thrush were April 8 
at Mt. Diablo (Curl) and April 13 and 18 
near Los Gatos (F. Dieterich). At Mt. Her- 
mon Mrs. Boylan saw the last wintering Her- 
mit Thrush on April 9, and the first summer- 
ing one was singing there on May 1. Early 
dates for the Olive-backed Thrush were April 25 
in Napa County (Kelly), May 6 in Strawberry 
Canyon, Berkeley (Curl), and May 7 near Los 
Gatos (E. Smith). A. Wool saw the last Town- 
send’s Solitaire on April 4 near Milpitas. Mrs. 
Kelly found about 10 Water Pipits in Arroyo 
Mocho on April 4. Cedar Waxwings remained in 
El Cerrito until May 20 (Curl) and a flock of 
about 50 was present in the Santa Cruz Moun- 
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tains on May 25 (Mrs. M. E. Shore). On April 
25, Mrs. Kelly saw a Phainopepla in Pleasant 
Valley, Yolo County. 

Warblers—On May 8 young Orange-crowned 
Warblers left a nest in Los Gatos (Miss G. Rec- 
ord). On April 29, a singing Nashville Warbler 
was recorded at Alma (E. Smith). Miss Smith 
heard singing Audubon’s Warblers in the Santa 
Cruz Mountains on May 24 and at Fremont 
Peak State Park on May 31. Obdservers in the 
Santa Cruz Mountains detected unusual numbers 
of Black-throated Gray Warblers this spring. A 
female Townsend’s Warbler on May 24 was late 
for the Santa Cruz Mountains (E. Smith). On 
May 30, Curl saw a Hermit Warbler at Lokoya 
Lodge, Napa County. 

Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers.—Miss Smith re- 
ported a breeding colony of Tricolored Blackbirds 
with young already out on May 13 on the A. Wool 
Ranch, near Milpitas. Reports of Hooded Orioles 
came from the following places: El Cerrito, 3 sep- 
arate birds on May 23, 24, and 26 (Curl); Ber- 
keley, nesting pair present from April 15 to May 
18 (Mrs. P. Breck); Seminary Court, Oakland, 
pair seen on April 13, 2 young left the nest on 
May 22 (D. Brock); Salinas, pair in Central Park 
on May 5 (Andersons). Brown-headed Cowbirds 
were unusually abundant this spring with records 
from El Cerrito to San Juan. Miss Smith reported 
that the Western Tanager has increased as a 
breeder in the last few years near Los Gatos. 

Finches and Sparrows.—The last Evening Gros- 
beak at a feeding tray in San Jose came on May 
9 (Mrs. Zwaal). Mrs. Boylan saw a female Red 
Crossbill at Mt. Hermon on April 22. On April 7 
and 8, Seibert heard a singing Grasshopper Spar- 
row near San Jose and on May 13 Curl found the 
species near Orinda. Late Golden-crowned Spar- 
rows were seen at El Cerrito on April 29 (Curl), 
at Mt. Hermon on May 2 (Boylan), Los Gatos 
on May 4 (E. Smith), and at Carmel on May 17 
(Angwins). Reports of the White-throated Spar- 
row were from near Saratoga on April 17 (Sei- 
bert) and near Evergreen on April 22 (Mrs. Niel- 
ser.,.—JEAN M. LINSDALE, Hastings Reservation, 
Jamesburg Route, Robles del Rio, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—A 
series of late storms in April and early May 
brought the season rainfall to about two-thirds of 
normal, but had little real effect on drought con- 
ditions in this area. Water tables are so low that 
these late rains did not prolong the growing sea- 
son noticeably. Lake Elsinore, formerly one of 
the largest lakes in southern California, joined the 
growing list of totally dry lakes. 

One widespread storm on April 28, brought 
two-thirds of an inch of rain to Los Angeles, and 
from six to twelve inches of snow to the higher 
San Bernardino Mountains. The accompanying 
strong winds on the Mojave Desert forced many 
migrating birds to seek shelter under small bushes 
and shrubs. Large numbers of normally treetop 
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species such as 
Empidonax fly- 
catchers, Audu- 
bon’s and Her- 
mit Warblers, 
and Mountain 
Chickadees 
stayed on or 
near the 
ground, seeking 
the lee side of 
bushes, even in 
the mountains. 
-| The unseason- 
ably heavy snow 
in the moun- 
tains at this date undoubtedly took a considerable 
toll of insectivorous land birds. 

The largest list compiled in one day, by a sin- 
gle party this spring was only 170 species. This 
compares with the record /87 species listed by 
Howard Cogswell, Ralph Mall, and Arnold Small 
on April 27, 1950. 

Loons, Pelicans, Herons —An Arctic Loon in full 
nuptial plumage at Corona del Mar on April 28 
was probably the last remnant of the northward 
flight. The largest northward-moving flocks of 
White Pelicans this year occurred in the latter 
part of March and early April. Cogswell reported 
having counted 450+ birds flying northwest over 
San Dimas Canyon, Los Angeles Co., on March 
24. He also counted another flock equally as large 
on March 29 in Bell Canyon in the San Gabriel 
Mountains; and a smaller flock of about 250 birds 
followed the same route on April 11. A few strag- 
gling migrants were seen as late as the middle of 
May. Suitable habitat for the Least Bittern is be- 
coming scarcer due to the dry conditions; how- 
ever, Belle Wilson found one at Fisherman's Re- 
treat, Riverside Co., on May 4. William Anderson 
reported that the Wood Ibis arrived unusually 
early in the Imperial Valley this year. This bird 
does not ordinarily appear in Southern California 
until after the nesting season far below the Mexi- 
can border. A flock of 11 was seen at Imperial 
Refuge on May 26. 


Waterfowl—A single Brant was at Playa del 
Rey on May 13 (Arthur Bennett). An estimated 
10,000 ducks and coots on Big Bear Lake, April 
8, constitutes the largest number of waterfowl 
there this spring. A small number of diving ducks 
remained on the lake through late April (35 Red- 
heads, 65 Ring-necked Ducks and 10 Canvas-backs 
on April 28). A male Blue-winged Teal spent the 
second week in May at the Imperial Refuge (An- 
derson). At least 6 Wood Ducks were still at 
Fairmont Park, Riverside, on May 28, and some 
are probably breeding there as they did last year. 

Vultures and Hawks.—The bulk of the migrat- 
ing Turkey Vultures passed through the region by 
the end of March, although a few scattered flocks 
were still moving northward in mid-April. Sharp- 
shinned Hawks generally depart for northern 
breeding areas in April, and Cogswell’s record for 

















this species on April 26 is the latest for the San 
Gabriel Monntains. However, Belle Wilson saw a 
very late Sharp-shin at Banning on May 13. 

The main flights of Swainson’s Hawks occurred 
this year in early April; Cogswell counted 520 
birds over the southeastern San Gabriel Moun- 
tains on April 3, followed by 470 the next day. 
The flight tapered-off during the following week 
with 51 again reported by Cogswell on April 7 
over the same area. Two very late flights of 15 
birds each passed over the Imperial Valley on 
April 27 and May 2 (Anderson). Several lone 
migrating Ospreys flew over San Dimas Canyon 
in early April (Cogswell). 

Rails and Shorebirds—A Clapper Rail appeared 
in a fresh-water marsh near Imperial Refuge on 
May 5 (fide Anderson). The known range of this 
bird in southeastern California is very restricted 
and its status is not well understood. Previous oc- 
currences have been in May and June. 

The spring flight of shorebirds has not ma- 
terialized. Scattered reports indicate a generally 
below-average migration with many of the choice 
localities being almost devoid of birds. Wandering 
Tattlers, however, were seen in good numbers all 
along the coast. R. N. Shuart reported a flock of 
12 at Palos Verdes on April 27 (a week late), 
and 3 were seen at Laguna Beach the following 
day (George Treichel, Robert L. Pyle). A group 
of 4 at Ballona Creek breakwater near Venice, 
on May 6 (Cogswell) was still present on May 
13 (Bennett). Five Tattlers at Palos Verdes on 
May 19 are the last to be reported from this area 
(Shuart). A flight of Hudsonian Curlews through 
the Palos Verdes area on May 7 consisted of only 
30 birds, a much lower figure than in previous 
years (Shuart). The only report of the Solitary 
Sandpiper was one bird at Fisherman’s Retreat, 
April 28 (Wilson). A single Pectoral Sandpiper 
was at Lower Newport Bay on the same day 
(Herbert Clarke, Arnold Small). Close to 1000 
Western Sandpipers, including one flock of 600 
were reported from Playa del Rey, April 22 
(Pyle, Henry Isham). 

Eight Stilt Sandpipers in breeding plumage, in 
company with Dowitchers, were found in a shal- 
low pond on the Imperial Refuge in late April 
(Anderson). This species has been recorded pre- 
viously from California only once or twice, and 
these occurrences were along the Pacific coast. 
The observer is quite familiar with this species. 
Northern Phalaropes, 100+, were on Westlake 
Park Lake in the center of metropolitan Los An- 
geles, May 4 (Helen Pratt). 


Jaegers, Gulls and Terns—A Pomerine Jaeger, 
seen flying north over the ocean at Venice, Los 
Angeles Co., April 15 (Small) seems to be un- 
usual for this time of year. A large flight of mi- 
grating gulls (California and/or Ring-bills) was 
seen almost daily during April flying north over 
Mecca, Riverside Co. (Cecelia Foulkes). A single 
Short-billed Gull was at Zuma Beach on March 16 
(Cogswell), and the first Laughing Gull was seen 
on the breeding grounds at the southwest corner 
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of the Salton Sea, April 27. A good flight of 
Black Terns occurred this spring and many were 
noted from inland points, including a bird at 
Devil’s Gate Dam near Pasadena, May 19 (W. 
Dan Quattlebaum), and 3 foraging at La Mirada, 
April 22 (J. H. Comby). The Gull-billed Terns 
arrived in the Imperial Valley on April 8 (An- 
derson). 

Doves, Owls, Swifts.—The first White-winged 
Doves were seen in the Coachella Valley, River- 
side Co., April 15 (Foulkes), and in the Imperial 
Valley on April 26 (O’Neill). A Short-eared Owl 
was flushed by Shuart on April 5 at Palos Verdes. 
The main flight of Vaux’s Swifts passed northward 
during late April and many flocks were seen from 
Santa Barbara (Ralph M. Colcord) to Riverside 
(Wilson) and south to Carlsbad (Comby). Three 
hundred Vaux’s Swifts were foraging over Lake 
Norconian, April 28, and constituted the largest 
group (Editors). Five Black Swifts were seen at 
Tapia Park area (Wyatt A. Kent) on March 26, 
and 6 flew over Mount Pinos, May 6 (Ken Bur- 
den). 


Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—The first Allen’s 
Hummingbird was reported by Colcord from Santa 
Barbara on Feb. 23; and a few late birds from 
Palos Verdes on April 2 is the last record 
(Shuart). Rufous Hummingbirds, at their peak 
during early April, were last reported in early 
May. A very good migration of Calliope Hum- 
mingbirds through the southland was encountered 
this spring. Cogswell reported a heavy flight 
through San Antonio Canyon, Los Angeles Co., 
April 6, when more than 20 males were seen 
within a small area. Bennett found them excep- 
tionally numerous in the foothills near the San 
Fernando Veterans Hospital on April 29. 

Normally, the Gila Woodpecker is found only in 
the dry Imperial and Colorado River Valleys, but 
a straggler appeared near Ontario, extreme south- 
western San Bernardino County on May 20 
(Small). 


Swallows through Vireos—Many thousands of 
migrating swallows were flying over ponds and 
marshes at the south end of the Salton Sea, March 
11 (Editors). Two Bank Swallows were at Lake 
Norconian on April 28 together with hundreds of 
other swallows. Burden noted four Purple Martins 
on May 12 at San Gabriel River Wildlife Sanc- 
tuary, El Monte. The Scrub Jays which wintered 
on the Imperial Refuge were last seen there on 
April 12 (Anderson). Olive-backed Thrushes 
reached their peak during the first week in May. 
but numbers were below normal as no marked 
flight occurred. A single Townsend’s Solitaire was 
at Prado Basin on April 28 (Cogswell), far re- 
moved from its usual montane nesting area. The 
first migrating Gray Vireo was seen by Burden on 
April 7 in Whitewater Canyon, northwest River- 









side County, and most of these birds had arrived 
on their breeding grounds by the middle of May. 

Warblers—The migration of warblers was 
rather late and sporadic this season except in the 
Palos Verdes area where Shuart, during the second 
week of May, encountered the largest wave of 
warblers in his experience. The migration of Nash- 
ville Warblers was generally poor although widely 
reported. An extremely late bird was ggen singing 
at Big Pines in extreme eastern Los Angeles Co., 


June 10 (Editors). The bird sang . continuously 


from a small area but is nearly a month later: 
than the latest previous date for Southern Cali- 
fornia, and is well south of its normal breeding 
range. The uncommon Tennessee Warbler .was at 
the San Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctuary on March 
25, and a pair of Virginia’s Warblers was found 
at Banning, May 4 (Wilson). The latter species 
is a rare migrant west of the Colorado River Val- 
ley. Black-throated Gray, Macgillivray’s, and 
Townsend’s Warblers came through in normal 
numbers but Hermit Warblers were somewhat less 
numerous than usual except near Santa Barbara. 
A very early Yellow-breasted Chat appeared near 
Loma Linda, March 15 (Mrs. Charles West), 
which is nearly two weeks earlier than the pre- 
viously recorded date of arrival. The rare Am. 
Redstart was seen at Imperial Refuge Headquart- 
ers on May 27 and 28 in almost continuous song 
(Anderson). 

Blackbirds, Orioles and Tanagers.—A flock of 
70 Tricolored Blackbirds was feeding far from 
any marsh area in Cayuma Valley, April 22, and 
must have been migrants (Cogswell). Bullock’s 
Orioles arrived about a week earlier than usual 
and “flocks” of 17 and 27 birds were seen on 
April 20 at Banning by Wilson. There was a good 
migration of Western Tanagers in late April and 
early May; and this bird in many cases was the 
dominant migrating bird, as generally reported by 
most observers. 

Finches and Sparrows.—Blue Grosbeaks were 
more numerous than usual at the San Gabriel 
River Wildlife Sanctuary this spring, and one even 
appeared at the Los Angeles County and State 
Arboretum, Arcadia, June 11 (Quattlebaum). 
Three Vesper Sparrows seen by Cogswell ‘near 
Prado Dam on April 6 constituted the only report 
of this migrating species. A Grasshopper Sparrow 
was reported from Pauma Valley, northern San 
Diego County, on May 11 by Eleanor Beemer. 
One of the last Gambel’s White-crowned Sparrows 
to be seen this spring was on May 5 in Pauma 
Valley (Beemer) and an extremely late bird (by 
at least a week) was reported from Nuevo, River- 
side Co., by Doris K. Bullion—ARNOLD SMALL, 
1829 N. Western Ave., Hollywood 27, Calif., and 
RoBeERT L. Pye, 851 Malcolm Ave., Los Angeles 
24, Calif. 























